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The Forth Replacement Crossing is a major infrastructure project for Scotland. In December 2007 the
Scottish Government confirmed its intention to build a multi-modal, cable-stayed bridge to the west of the
existing Forth Road Bridge, which, despite significant investment and maintenance over its lifetime, is now

showing signs of deterioration. The replacement bridge will maintain this vital link in the transport network,
safeguarding the future of cross-Forth travel and the Scottish economy.

This is the second newssheet that has been produced to provide an update on recent developments.

Interim project director appointed

Mr John Howison OBE has been appointed interim project
director for the Forth Replacement Crossing project.

John Howison has 40 years’professional experience andis a
formerChiefRoadEngineerwiththeScottishGovernmentand
latterlyaDirectorofTransport Scotland untillastyear.He has
sinceworkedonarangeofrailinfrastructureand procurement
projects.He willmanage the project team untilapermanent
appointment is made which is expected in the new year.

Meeting The Public

TheForthCrossingteamhasbeenoutandaboutoverthelast
fewmonthsmeetingarangeoflandowners,communitygroups
andresidents’groups both north and south of the estuary as
wellaslocalauthoritiesandotherkeystakeholders, providing
them with information on the current status of the project.

Ground and marine investigations on track

Ground and marine investigations in the Forth Estuary and
surrounding area are on track. Drilling and boring works on
sitewerecompletedduringAugustandthesamplestakenare
now being tested in the laboratory.

The results of these investigations, which provide vital
information about the underlying ground conditionsonthe
approachestothebridgeandtheseabed,willinformdecisions
aboutthelocationandtypeofbridgefoundationsusedinthe
crossing and the route of the connecting road network.

Ground investigation specialists Norwest Holstand Ritchies
beganworkonthenorthernandsouthernapproachesinMarch
andcompletedworkinAugust.Theirworkhasextendedfrom
the M90 at Halbeath in the north to the M9 in the south.

In the Firth of Forth itself, a team of up to 25 specialists from
GloverSitelnvestigationsbeganmarineinvestigationsatthe
endofMayandtheworksonsitewerealsocompletedduring
August.Workingfromtwojack-uprigs,theteamshaveextracted
rocksamplesfromvariouslocationsontheseabed,including
theproposedsitesofthesouthernandnorthernbridgetowers
andapproachpiersandfromBeamerRock-theproposedsite
of the central tower.

e Marine investigations in Firth of Forth
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Environmental Surveys

Awiderangeofenvironmentalsurveyshavebeencarriedout
sinceFebruarythisyearandthesewillcontinuewellinto2009to
ensureadequatecoverageofallseasons.Environmentalsurveys
arenecessarytogiveafullpictureofthefeaturesofalandscape
andthewildlife,floraandfaunathatinhabitit.Theinformation
is used to assess the potential impacts of the scheme on the
environment, including communities, and allow mitigation
measurestobeputinplacewhichwillreduce theseimpacts.
Thesurveysarecarried outinordertogatherinformation for
theEnvironmentallmpactAssessmenttheresultsofwhichwill
be published in an Environmental Statement.

Theresultsareusedtoinformtheconsiderationofrouteoptions
andwillsubsequentlybeusedduringthedevelopmentofthe
designforthebridgeand newroads.The Forth Replacement
Crossingenvironmentalteamhasundertakenconsultationwith
organisationssuch as Scottish Natural Heritage and Historic
Scotland, reviewed existing environmentalinformationand
undertaken environmental surveys in the area.

Summerisa particularly busy periodforecologistsasitisthe
optimumtimeforundertakingmanydifferenttypesofsurveys.
Over the past few months, surveys of vegetation, badgers,
redsquirrels,amphibians,breedingbirds,freshwaterfishand
invertebrateshavebeencompletedbyateamofapproximately
60JacobsArupecologists.Atpresent,estuarinebird surveys,
batsurveysandreptile surveysare being undertaken. Water
voleandottersurveyshavealmostbeencompletedbutthere
are a few areas where dense vegetation has prevented the
surveyorsaccessingtheriverbankandthesurveysintheseareas
willbecompletedinearlyautumnoncethevegetationstartsto
dieback.InSeptember, fishsurveyswillbeundertakeninthe
Firth of Forthandtheresultsofthese surveyswillbuildonthe
results of similar surveys carried out in April.

¢ Bird surveys in Firth of Forth

If you are interested in finding out more about the surveys
whicharebeingconductedpleasereadourinformationleaflet
entitled”Environmental Surveysand GroundInvestigations”
whichisavailableontheprojectwebsite orbycontactingthe

FRC team.
Traffic Surveys

Extensivetrafficsurveyworkhasbeencarriedoutoverawide
areasurroundingtheForthestuaryandconnectingroadsinthe
pastmonthstoassistwiththedesignoftheroadsandjunctions.
These surveyshavetakenavariety of formatssuch assample
journey time surveys, queue lengths at junctions as well as
online travel surveys.

Topographical Surveys

Overthe past few monthstopographical surveys of the land
around the northern and southern shores of the Forth have
been undertaken and are now almost complete. Data from
aerialphotographyanddetailedsurveyingonthegroundwill
becombinedtopreparehighprecisionmapsand3Dcomputer
modelsoftheterrainatavarietyofscales. Thesewillallowthe
teamtodesignthebridgeanditsapproachroad networksin
order to minimise their impact.

® Topographical surveys on the North shore

Contact Information

FormoreinformationabouttheForthReplacementCrossing
please contact the Transport Scotland team on:

Phone: 0141 272 7578
Email: frcenquiries@transportscotland.gsi.gov.uk
Web: www.forthreplacementcrossing.info

Youcanalsosignuptoourregulare-newsletteronthewebsite
to receive updates on the project by email.



