Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route

STAG Assessment

The Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance (STAG) published by the Scottish Executive is a document to aid transport planners and decision makers in the development of transport policies, plans, programmes and projects. The structure and breadth of the guidance make it suitable for application across a wide range of consultation areas.

It is a requirement that all transport projects, for which Scottish Executive funding or approval is required, are appraised in accordance with these guidelines.      

In looking at the background to STAG it was in 1998 that the transport white paper, “Travel Choices for Scotland” established a new policy framework for transport in Scotland. It heralded important developments in policy with a clear focus on three key aims.

· A strong economy

· A clean environment

· An inclusive society

These aims were supported by the five appraisal objectives (environment, safety, economy, integration and accessibility), which were used to gauge the potential value of proposals to improve transport at a local or national level.

The Stag Appraisal will have two parts:

· Part 1 : this is an initial appraisal and broad assessment of impacts designed to decide whether a proposal meets the planning objectives, fits with relevant transport, land use and other policies. 

· Part 2 :  The detailed appraisal against the Government’s objectives.

Listed below are the STAG Part 1 appraisals of the routes, which were put to public consultation and the “tunnel option” or eastern bypass, promoted by the Aberdeen Greenbelt Alliance. Jacobs Babtie prepared these STAG assessments.

· Pitfodels Route

· Murtle Route

· Milltimber Brae Route

· Peterculter / Charleston Route

· Peterculter / Stonehaven

· Eastern Bypass

