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Executive Summary

Background

The A83 is one of two east-west strategic trunk roads that connects Argyll and Bute to the 
central belt of Scotland, making it a vital link in the region's transportation infrastructure. The 
adjacent hillsides have a history of instability resulting in landslides and debris flow hazards, 
which have increased in recent years due to the frequency of heavy, intense periods of 
rainfall, leading to road closures and resultant diversion. The A83 Rest and Be Thankful 
scheme is being taken forward by Transport Scotland as a long-term, resilient, and 
sustainable solution to the problem of landslides in Glen Croe. 

Public engagement
Transport Scotland is committed to engaging with stakeholders and the local community 
throughout the scheme. The purpose of the January 2025 public exhibitions was to provide 
local communities and road users the opportunity to view and comment on the draft Orders, 
including Compulsory Purchase Orders and Environmental Impact Assessments published 
on 13 December 2024 for the Long-Term Solution (LTS) and the Medium-Term Solution 
(MTS).

The eight-week statutory consultation period ran from 13 December 2024 to 7 February 
2025 whereby representations to the draft Orders and Environmental Impact Assessment 
Reports (EIAR), including objections could be made in writing to Transport Scotland. 

The public engagement included a hybrid approach featuring five in-person events and two 
virtual exhibition rooms, one for the MTS and one for the LTS.

A total of 330 people attended the in-person events which were held as follows:

 Campbeltown: Wednesday 15 January 2025 
 Lochgilphead: Thursday 16 January 2025 
 Lochgoilhead: Friday 17 January 2025  
 Dunoon: Monday 20 January 2025  
 Arrochar: Tuesday 21 January 2025 
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The in-person events included information boards which explained details of the MTS and 
LTS schemes. There were 11 information boards for the LTS scheme and 9 for the MTS 
scheme. A three-dimensional visualisation for each scheme was also available to view. The 
events were promoted via adverts in local newspapers, social media posts using Transport 
Scotland social media channels, poster distribution to the event locations, community 
buildings and local shops, the online A83 Story Map, Transport Scotland website and by 
email via the scheme specific email address A83@WSP.com. 

The virtual exhibition rooms were live from 13 December 2024 and received 1,865 unique 
(first time) views up until they closed on 10 February 2025.

Representations
No written feedback was sought on the information displayed. Instead, in accordance with 
the statutory process, stakeholders and members of the public were able to make formal 
representations (including objections) to Transport Scotland directly on either the MTS 
scheme, LTS scheme or both during the eight-week formal statutory consultation period. 

mailto:A83@wsp.com


File Name: A83AAB-AWJ-GEN-SCW_GEN-RP-ZZ-000027 |
Date:  June 2025 Page 7 of 82

1. Introduction

1.1. About this report

1.1.1. This report outlines the communication and engagement activities undertaken by 
Transport Scotland for the A83 Rest and Be Thankful scheme in relation to the 
publication of draft Orders including Compulsory Purchase Orders (CPO) and 
Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR) for both the Medium-Term 
Solution (MTS) and the Long-Term Solution (LTS) schemes. 

1.1.2. It includes an overview of the formal consultation period which took place between 
13 December 2024 and 7 February 2025.

1.2. Background
1.2.1. The A83 Trunk Road is a major 98 mile/158 km road in the south of Argyll and Bute 

in the Scottish Highlands. The A83 is a vital artery route through Argyll, running 
from Tarbet on the western shore of Loch Lomond, where it splits from the A82 to 
Campbeltown at the southern tip of the Kintyre peninsular. The highest point along 
the route is known as the Rest and Be Thankful, separating Glen Kinglas and Glen 
Croe.

1.2.2. The section of the A83 between Ardgartan and the Rest and Be Thankful car park 
and viewpoint has a history of hillside instability, in particular, the Beinn Luibhean 
slopes above the Rest and Be Thankful.

1.2.3. Transport Scotland continue to actively work with BEAR Scotland to keep the 
existing A83 open at the Rest and Be Thankful despite the effects of the weather. 
Work to date has included the installation of a new culvert and construction of an 
additional catch pit and debris fencing.

1.3. Long-Term Solution
1.3.1. The LTS objectives are:

 Resilience – reduce the impact of disruption for travel to, from and between 
key towns within Argyll and Bute, and for communities accessed via the 
strategic road network;

 Safety – positively contribute towards the Scottish Government’s Vision Zero 
road safety target by reducing accidents on the road network and their 
severity;
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 Economy – reduce geographic and economic inequalities within Argyll and 
Bute through improved connectivity and resilience;

 Sustainable travel – encourage sustainable travel to, from and within Argyll 
and Bute through facilitating bus, active travel, and sustainable travel choices; 
and

 Environment - protect the environment, including the benefits local 
communities and visitors obtain from the natural environment by enhancing 
natural capital assets and ecosystem service provision through the delivery of 
sustainable transport infrastructure.

1.3.2. In June 2023 the former Minister for Transport, Kevin Stewart MSP announced the 
preferred route for the permanent LTS as the Brown Option which consists of a 
debris flow shelter and catch pit on the line of the existing A83. This announcement 
marked a major milestone in the scheme. 

1.3.3. The key components of the LTS scheme are:

 2.4km single carriageway improvements;
 1.4km debris flow shelter (DFS) structure and catch pit;
 146m debris flow protection wall and catch pit;
 30m new bridge structure;
 Watercourse realignment, channel improvement works and culverts;
 Drainage works, including sustainable drainage systems (SuDS);
 Upgrades to the B828 junction with the A83; 
 Upgrades to the Rest and Be Thankful Car Park and Viewpoint; and
 A 560m active travel link along the B828 from the Rest and Be Thankful Car 

Park.

1.3.4. To support the construction of the LTS scheme and provide a suitable and more 
resilient diversion route for A83 Trunk Road traffic, a series of improvements to the 
Old Military Road (OMR) are included in the LTS scheme:

 Widening of the OMR over a length of approximately 1.4km to accommodate 
two-way traffic including a new proprietary bridge structure that will carry 
southbound traffic with northbound traffic continuing on the existing bridge 
over the Croe Water;

 Localised widening at three existing sharp bends at the northern end of Glen 
Croe to assist HGVs in navigating the narrow carriageway when using the 
OMR as the diversion route;
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 An approximately 150m long debris flow protection earthwork bund to 
protect the OMR during debris flow and rock fall events; and

 Extension of the existing HESCO barrier by approximately 150m to protect 
the OMR during debris flow and rock fall events.

1.3.5. Transport Scotland is working at pace to deliver the LTS, however, construction of 
the scheme can only commence once the statutory process is complete and a 
main works contractor is appointed.

1.4. Medium-Term Solution
1.4.1. On 23 December 2022, the former Minister for Transport Jenny Gilruth announced 

the preferred option for the MTS. Improvements to the existing OMR through the 
Glen Croe corridor are being made to make it a more resilient diversion route until 
the LTS at the Rest and Be Thankful is in place. These improvements will improve 
the resilience of the diversion route, reduce journey times, are the quickest to 
construct, are of lower cost and have the least impacts overall across the range of 
criteria assessed of the medium-term options considered.

1.4.2. The MTS objectives are:

 Increase the resilience of a temporary diversion route by reducing the 
likelihood of closure due to landslides, flooding, or other incidents;

 Maximise the operational benefits of a temporary diversion route, for all 
vehicles, by providing a route that achieves a proportionate balance of time to 
implement, cost and impact; and

 Reduce the likelihood of accidents on a temporary diversion route.

1.4.3. The MTS Phase 1 works started in December 2023 and include the realignment of 
the OMR at the southern end junction with the A83 to avoid an area prone to 
flooding. The new link road became operational in Spring 2024.

1.4.4. The MTS scheme includes a series of improvements to the OMR and geotechnical 
improvements, including:

 Widening of the OMR over a length of approximately 1.4km to accommodate 
two-way traffic including a new proprietary bridge structure that will carry 
southbound traffic with northbound traffic continuing on the existing bridge 
over the Croe Water;

 Localised widening at three existing sharp bends at the northern end of Glen 
Croe to assist HGVs in navigating the narrow carriageway when using the 
OMR as the diversion route;



File Name: A83AAB-AWJ-GEN-SCW_GEN-RP-ZZ-000027 |
Date:  June 2025 Page 10 of 82

 An approximately 150m long debris flow protection earthwork bund to protect 
the OMR during debris flow and rock fall events; and

 Extension of the existing HESCO barrier by approximately 150m to protect 
the OMR during debris flow and rock fall events.

1.4.5. The extension of the OMR for two-way widening and a reduction in the length of 
convoy operation results in average journey times reducing by one third 
(approximately 10 minutes). This journey time improvement on the existing OMR 
operation aims to provide improvements both in the medium-term and long-term 
(during the long-term solution construction).

1.4.6. Transport Scotland is aiming to deliver the MTS project as quickly as possible, 
however, construction of the scheme can only commence once the statutory 
process is complete and a main works contractor is appointed.
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2. Engagement approach

2.1. Overview

2.1.1. Following the announcement of the preferred route for the permanent, LTS for the 
A83 Rest and Be Thankful in spring 2023, public exhibitions were held in June 
2023 to give local communities and road users the opportunity to see and 
comment on the LTS preferred route, MTS project progress and understand the 
challenges at the Rest and Be Thankful.

2.1.2. In March 2024, public engagement events were held to give local communities and 
road users an update on the design development for the LTS and on the progress 
towards delivering the MTS.

2.1.3. The purpose of the January 2025 draft Order public exhibitions was to provide local 
communities, stakeholders and road users the opportunity to view and comment on 
the draft Orders, including CPO and EIARs for the LTS and MTS schemes.

2.1.4. The statutory consultation period ran from 13 December 2024 to 7 February 2025. 
During this eight-week consultation period, representations to the draft Orders and 
EIARs, including objections, could be submitted in writing to Transport Scotland.

2.1.5. A hybrid approach was taken for the draft Order engagement period featuring 
online virtual exhibitions which were live throughout the statutory consultation 
period, and in-person events held over five days in January 2025, as noted in 
section 2.3 below.

2.2. Draft Orders
2.2.1. The draft Orders are statutory documents that define the line of the road, 

associated works and the land required for the schemes. 

2.2.2. The draft Orders including CPO and EIAR for both the MTS and the LTS were 
published on 13 December 2024. This marked the start of the statutory process 
and the formal eight-week consultation period, which closed on 7 February 2025. 
The MTS and LTS are standalone schemes and were considered separately in 
relation to providing formal representations. 

2.2.3. In addition to the in-person exhibitions and online virtual exhibition, copies of the 
draft Orders including CPO and EIAR were also available to view at the following 
locations, during their normal opening hours, until 7 February 2025: 
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 Lochgilphead Library, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8QX 
 Aqualibrium, Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, PA28 6EG
 Three Villages Hall, Shore Road, Arrochar, G83 7AB
 Dunoon Library, 9 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 7HH
 Transport Scotland Office, George House, 2nd Floor, 36 North Hanover 

Street, Glasgow, G1 2AD

2.2.4. Notices of determination were also published in the Argyllshire Advertiser, 
Campbeltown Courier, Edinburgh Gazette, Helensburgh Advertiser and Oban 
Times on Friday 13 December and Thursday 19 December 2024. Copies are 
included in Appendix A. 

2.3. In-person public exhibitions
2.3.1. There were five in-person public exhibitions held to provide members of the public, 

local communities, and stakeholders the opportunity to view the engagement 
materials. Staff from Transport Scotland and AWJV attended the events to answer 
any queries or discuss details of the schemes.

2.3.2. The in-person public exhibitions were held at:

 Victoria Hall, Campbeltown on Wednesday 15 January 2025 (1-7pm)
 Lochgilphead Bowling Club on Thursday 16 January 2025 (1- 7pm)
 Lochgoilhead Village Hall on Friday 17 January 2025 (1- 6pm)
 The Queen’s Hall, Dunoon on Monday 20 January 2025 (1-7pm)
 Three Villages Hall, Arrochar on Tuesday 21 January 2025 (1-7pm)

2.3.3. The exhibition room was laid out with a total of 20 information boards, covering the 
MTS (9 boards) and LTS (11 boards) plus television monitors displaying a 
visualisation of each scheme. Details of the boards are described in Section 2.5. 
The room was separated with MTS boards on one side of the room and LTS 
boards on the other to maintain separation between the two schemes.

2.3.4. Alongside the draft Orders and EIARs, copies of the Scheme Assessment Report 
for the MTS and the DMRB Stage 3 Report for the LTS were also available to view 
on a central table at the public exhibition events. These were also published online 
on Transport Scotland’s website. 

2.3.5. Events were attended by members of the public, local councillors, community 
councils and local community groups, totalling 330 attendees across the five 
events. The breakdown of attendees by event is listed below and exhibition 
photographs are shown in Figure 1.

https://www.transport.gov.scot/projects/access-to-argyll-and-bute-a83
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 Campbeltown – 82 attendees 
 Lochgilphead – 78 attendees
 Lochgoilhead – 56 attendees
 Dunoon – 69 attendees
 Arrochar – 45 attendees

Figure 1- In person exhibition rooms  

2.4. Virtual exhibition rooms
2.4.1. Two virtual exhibition rooms were set up to ensure anyone unable to attend the in-

person public exhibition events was able to view the same materials. One virtual 
room displayed the information for the MTS and the other virtual room displayed 
information for the LTS. Both rooms went live on 13 December 2024, several 
weeks in advance of the first public exhibition in Campbeltown in January 2025, to 
coincide with the date of publishing draft Orders and EIARs for the MTS and LTS 
schemes. 

2.4.2. The virtual exhibition rooms were hosted on a PinPoint Connect All website and 
included digital copies of the information boards, the MTS Scheme Assessment 
Report, the LTS DMRB Stage 3 Assessment Report, MTS and LTS draft Order 
documents and three-dimensional fly-through visualisations of both schemes. The 
rooms also contained links to the EIARs for the MTS and LTS schemes. 
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2.4.3. In total, the virtual exhibition rooms received 1,865 unique (first time) views 
between 13 December 2024 and 10 February 2025. Once the rooms closed on 10 
February 2025, all materials were transferred to the online A83 Story Map, which is 
described in Section 2.6.

2.4.4. Screenshots of the virtual exhibition rooms are shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2- Virtual exhibition rooms

https://www.pinpointcloud.co.uk/A83restandbethankful/
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2.5. Information boards

2.5.1. A total of 20 A1 size information boards were on display at the public exhibitions. 
Boards were colour coded to represent the two separate schemes (MTS and LTS) 
and were displayed on either side of the venues to reflect this. 

2.5.2. The content of the MTS information boards covered:

 Welcome information
 Scheme objectives
 Scheme assessment
 Design development
 Environmental impact assessment 
 Draft Orders and CPO
 Construction
 What happens next?

2.5.3. The content of the LTS information boards covered:

 Welcome information
 Scheme objectives
 Scheme assessment
 Design development
 Car park and sustainable travel
 Environmental impact assessment 
 Draft Orders and CPO
 Construction
 What happens next?

2.5.4. The information boards displayed at the exhibition events are included in Appendix 
B of this report.

2.6. Story map
2.6.1. The A83 Story Map is Transport Scotland’s dedicated scheme website which was 

set up to provide updates on the A83 Rest and Be Thankful project. It is used to 
promote engagement events and features all the exhibition materials.

2.6.2. Please refer to the A83 Story Map. An extract of the Story Map engagement page 
is included in Figure 3.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/927aafb643374492b70b71408b8e9508?item=1
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Figure 3- Story Map engagement page

2.7. Visualisation
2.7.1. To support the public engagement events, three-dimensional fly-through 

visualisation videos of the proposed LTS and MTS schemes were displayed on 
large television monitors.

2.7.2. Both visualisations were also hosted on WSP’s YouTube channel, the virtual 
exhibition rooms, and the A83 Story Map. As of the consultation end date, the MTS 
visualisation had been viewed 613 times and the LTS visualisation had been 
viewed 672 times. 

2.7.3. Please refer to the MTS visualisation and LTS visualisation.

2.7.4. Screenshots of the visualisations are shown in Figure 4 and Figure 5.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLV_f7Kq6pE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oi997wlHkw8&t=253s
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Figure 4- LTS visualisation

Figure 5- MTS visualisation



File Name: A83AAB-AWJ-GEN-SCW_GEN-RP-ZZ-000027 |
Date:  June 2025 Page 18 of 82

2.8. Promotion

Poster 
2.8.1. An A4 colour poster was produced to promote the public exhibitions and the virtual 

exhibition rooms. The poster was distributed to community buildings and local 
shops in Campbeltown, Lochgilphead, Lochgoilhead, Dunoon and Arrochar. A 
copy of the poster and a list of poster recipients are included in Appendix C.

Advertisements
2.8.2. Advertisements were placed in local newspapers (in print and online) throughout 

the consultation period to advertise the public exhibitions. Adverts were placed in 
the following publications:

 Argyllshire Advertiser – Published Friday 13 December 2024 
 Campbeltown Courier Display – Published Friday 13 December 2024 
 Oban Times Display - Published Thursday 19 December 2024
 Oban Times - Published Thursday 9 January 2025
 Argyllshire Advertiser - Published Friday 10 January 2025
 Campbeltown Courier - Published Friday 10 January 2025
 Dunoon Observer - Published Friday 17 January 2025
 Isle of Bute News - Published Friday 17 January 2025

2.8.3. A copy of the advertisements are contained in Appendix D.

Social media
2.8.4. The public exhibitions and virtual exhibition rooms were promoted via Transport 

Scotland’s social media channels. Information included the dates, locations and 
timings of the events and links to the A83 Story Map and virtual exhibition rooms. 
Copies of the social media posts are contained in Appendix E.

Emails
2.8.5. Emails were issued on 13 December 2024 to a wide list of stakeholders via the 

dedicated scheme email address A83@wsp.com to make them aware of the in-
person public exhibitions and the virtual exhibition rooms. A further email was 
issued on 10 January 2025 as a reminder of the upcoming in-person events. These 
emails are contained in Appendix F.

mailto:A83@wsp.com
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3. Summary
3.1. Overview 
3.1.1. A total of 330 people attended the five in-person public exhibition events which 

were held in Campbeltown, Lochgilphead, Lochgoilhead, Dunoon and Arrochar 
between 15 and 21 January 2025. This included attendance from stakeholders, the 
local community and road users. 

3.1.2. Two virtual public exhibition rooms were available on the Transport Scotland 
website from 13 December 2024 to 10 February 2025. The virtual exhibition rooms 
received 1,865 unique (first time) views during the statutory consultation period, 
with the MTS room receiving more unique (first time) views than the LTS room. 

3.2. Next steps
3.2.1. Transport Scotland has considered all formal representations received for the MTS 

and LTS as part of the statutory consultation and has responded directly to all 
respondents.

3.2.2. Transport Scotland will continue to engage with key stakeholders and communities 
affected by the issues at the A83 Rest and Be Thankful. Information will be shared 
with stakeholders and communities across Argyll and Bute as the scheme 
develops.
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Appendix A. Draft Order Notices
This appendix features the cover letter templates sent with the MTS and LTS draft Orders to 
the viewing locations and the draft Order notice of determination published in local 
newspapers on Friday 13 December and Thursday 19 December 2024. 

Cover letter template for MTS draft Orders

Transport Scotland 
Design Administration
Major Projects
George House, 2nd Floor, 36 North Hanover Street, 
Glasgow, G1 2AD
A83DraftOrders@transport.gov.scot

<FIRST NAME> <SURNAME>
<JOB TITLE>
<ORGANISATION NAME>
<COMPANY NUMBER>
<ADDRESS LINE 1>
<ADDRESS LINE 2>
< ADDRESS LINE 3>, 4, 5, 6, 7 ETC

Our ref:
A83/Display/MTS/<Contact 
ID>

Date: 
12 December 2024

Dear <TITLE> <SURNAME>, 

ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984 AND THE ACQUISITION OF LAND (AUTHORISATION 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1947

1. THE A83 TRUNK ROAD, (REST AND BE THANKFUL) (A83 DIVERSION 
LANES) (TRUNKING) ORDER 202[ ] 

2. THE A83 TRUNK ROAD, (REST AND BE THANKFUL) (A83 DIVERSION 
LANES) (SIDE ROADS) ORDER 202[ ]

3. THE A83 TRUNK ROAD, (REST AND BE THANKFUL) (A83 DIVERSION 
LANES) COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 202[ ]

4. THE A83 TRUNK ROAD, (REST AND BE THANKFUL) (A83 DIVERSION 
LANES) ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT

mailto:A83DraftOrders@transport.gov.scot
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The Scottish Ministers propose to make the above-mentioned Orders in connection with 
protecting and improving the A83 Trunk Road at Rest and Be Thankful, Argyll and Bute by 
constructing emergency diversion lanes for the A83 Trunk Road by improving and widening 
the Old Military Road and constructing landslip protection measures above and below the 
A83 Trunk Road.

As discussed with our consultant, AtkinsRéalis WSP Joint Venture (AWJV), I would be 
grateful if you could arrange for the documents listed below to be made available at your 
location for inspection by the public without payment of fee during normal opening hours 
from 13 December 2024 until 07 February 2025. 

a. 1 copy of the above named Orders;
b. 1 copy of each of the plans relating to the Orders;
c. 1 copy of each of the Public Notices;
d. 1 copy of The Compulsory Purchase of Land (Scotland) Regulations 2003;
e. 1 copy of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report; and
f. 1 copy of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report Non-Technical Summary 

(NTS).

The draft Road Orders consist of A4 sized stapled packages and the draft Compulsory 
Purchase Order (CPO) is A4 in size. The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
consists of 4 volumes over 2 folders of which 1 is A4 in size and 1 is A3 in size. 

A replenishment stock of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report Non-Technical 
Summary (NTS) is available on request. We will arrange for the above documents to be 
uplifted after the end of the display period.

Representatives from Transport Scotland and their consultants, AtkinsRéalis WSP JV 
(AWJV), will be in attendance at the following public exhibitions to answer any questions 
surrounding the scheme proposals.

Venue Victoria Hall, Campbeltown, PA28 6EG
Date Wednesday 15 January 2025

Open to Public 1pm to 7pm

Venue Lochgilphead Bowling Club, Bank Park, 
Lochgilphead, PA31 8LN

Date Thursday 16 January 2025
Open to Public 1pm to 7pm

Venue Lochgoilhead Village Hall, 8 Hall Road, 
Lochgoilhead, Cairndow, PA24 8AQ

Date Friday 17 January 2025
Open to Public 1pm to 6pm
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Venue The Queen's Hall, 9 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 
7HH

Date Monday 20 January 2025
Open to Public 1pm to 7pm

Venue Three Villages Hall, Shore Road, Arrochar, G83 
7AB

Date Tuesday 21 January 2025
Open to Public 1pm to 7pm

The exhibition material for both schemes is available now to view from 13 December 2024 
and can be accessed at the following link: pinpointcloud.co.uk/A83restandbethankful 

I trust the above is satisfactory, however, should you require any further information please 
do not hesitate to contact the A83 Rest and Be Thankful Stakeholder Team at AWJV by 
Email: A83@WSP.com).

Yours <SIGN OFF>, 

Major Projects
Project Administrator

Please sign to confirm delivery of the display package. 

Date Name Signature

mailto:A83@wsp.com
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Cover letter template for LTS draft Orders
Transport Scotland 
Design Administration
Major Projects
George House, 2nd Floor, 36 North Hanover Street, 
Glasgow, G1 2AD
A83DraftOrders@transport.gov.scot 

<FIRST NAME> <SURNAME>
<JOB TITLE>
<ORGANISATION NAME>
<COMPANY NUMBER>
<ADDRESS LINE 1>
<ADDRESS LINE 2>
< ADDRESS LINE 3>, 4, 5, 6, 7 ETC

Our ref:
A83/Display/LTS/<Contact 
ID>

Date: 
12 December 2024

Dear <TITLE> <SURNAME>, 

ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984 AND
THE ACQUISITION OF LAND (AUTHORISATION PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1947

5. THE A83 TRUNK ROAD, (REST AND BE THANKFUL) (TRUNKING) ORDER 
202[] 

6. THE A83 TRUNK ROAD, (REST AND BE THANKFUL) (SIDE ROADS) ORDER 
202[]

7. THE A83 TRUNK ROAD, (REST AND BE THANKFUL) COMPULSORY 
PURCHASE ORDER 202[ ]

8. THE A83 TRUNK ROAD, (REST AND BE THANKFUL) ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT

The Scottish Ministers propose to make the above-mentioned Orders in connection with 
protecting, and improving the resilience of, the A83 Trunk Road at Rest and Be Thankful, 
Argyll and Bute, through the provision of a debris flow shelter, road upgrades, junction 
improvements, constructing landslip protection measures above and below the A83 Trunk 
Road and by establishing a temporary diversion route for the A83 Trunk Road by improving 
and widening the Old Military Road.

As discussed with our consultant, AtkinsRéalis WSP Joint Venture (AWJV), I would be 
grateful if you could arrange for the documents listed below to be made available at your 

mailto:A83DraftOrders@transport.gov.scot
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location for inspection by the public without payment of fee during normal opening hours 
from 13 December 2024 until 07 February 2025. 

g. 1 copy of the above named Orders;
h. 1 copy of each of the plans relating to the Orders;
i. 1 copy of each of the Public Notices;
j. 1 copy of The Compulsory Purchase of Land (Scotland) Regulations 2003;
k. 1 copy of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report; and
l. 1 copy of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report Non-Technical Summary 

(NTS).

The draft Road Orders consist of A4 sized stapled packages and the draft Compulsory 
Purchase Order (CPO) is A4 in size. The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
consists of 4 volumes over 7 folders of which 4 are A4 in size and 3 are A3 in size. 

A replenishment stock of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report Non-Technical 
Summary (NTS) is available on request. We will arrange for the above documents to be 
uplifted after the end of the display period.

Representatives from Transport Scotland and their consultants, AtkinsRéalis WSP JV 
(AWJV), will be in attendance at the following public exhibitions to answer any questions 
surrounding the scheme proposals.

Venue Victoria Hall, Campbeltown, PA28 6EG
Date Wednesday 15 January 2025

Open to Public 1pm to 7pm

Venue Lochgilphead Bowling Club, Bank Park, 
Lochgilphead, PA31 8LN

Date Thursday 16 January 2025
Open to Public 1pm to 7pm

Venue Lochgoilhead Village Hall, 8 Hall Road, 
Lochgoilhead, Cairndow, PA24 8AQ

Date Friday 17 January 2025
Open to Public 1pm to 6pm

Venue The Queen's Hall, 9 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 
7HH

Date Monday 20 January 2025
Open to Public 1pm to 7pm

Venue Three Villages Hall, Shore Road, Arrochar, G83 
7AB
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Date Tuesday 21 January 2025
Open to Public 1pm to 7pm

The exhibition material for both schemes is available now to view from 13 December 2024 
and can be accessed at the following link: pinpointcloud.co.uk/A83restandbethankful 

I trust the above is satisfactory, however, should you require any further information please 
do not hesitate to contact the A83 Rest and Be Thankful Stakeholder Team at AWJV by 
Email: A83@WSP.com).

Yours <SIGN OFF>, 

Major Projects
Project Administrator

Please sign to confirm delivery of the display package. 

Date Name Signature

mailto:A83@wsp.com


File Name: A83AAB-AWJ-GEN-SCW_GEN-RP-ZZ-000027 |
Date:  June 2025 Page 26 of 82

Published notices of determination  
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Appendix B. Exhibition boards
This appendix features copies of the A1 information boards.
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Information Board - Medium-Term Solution
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Information Board – Medium-Term Solution Welcome Board
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Information Board – Medium-Term Solution Scheme Objectives Board
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Information Board - Medium-Term Solution Scheme Assessment Board
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Information Board - Medium-Term Solution Design Development Board
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Information Board - Medium-Term Solution Environmental Impact Assessment Board
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Information Board - Medium-Term Solution Draft Orders and CPO Board
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Information Board - Medium-Term Solution Construction Board
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Information Board – Medium-Term Solution What Happens Next Board



File Name: A83AAB-AWJ-GEN-SCW_GEN-RP-ZZ-000027 | 
Date:  June 2025 Page 40 of 82

Information Board - Long-Term Solution 
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Information Board – Long-Term Solution Welcome Board
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Information Board – Long-Term Solution Scheme Objectives Board
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Information Board – Long-Term Solution Scheme Assessment Board
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Information Board – Long-Term Solution Design Development Board 1
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Information Board – Long-Term Solution Design Development Board 2
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Information Board – Long-Term Solution Car Park and Sustainable Travel Board
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Information Board – Long-Term Solution EIA Board
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Information Board – Long-Term Solution Draft Orders and CPO Board
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Information Board – Long-Term Solution Construction Board
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Information Board – Long-Term Solution What Happens Next Board
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Appendix C. Poster and recipients
This appendix features the A4 colour poster, covering letter and the list of recipients it was 
distributed to.
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Poster recipients 
 Libraries 
 Customer service points
 Education centre
 Halls
 Churches
 Shops 
 Other community groups
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Appendix D. Advertisements
This appendix features the advertisement that was produced to promote the public 
exhibitions along with copies of the advertisements as they appeared in each of the local 
newspapers, in print and online.

Advertisement produced for local newspapers
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Advertisement produced for local newspapers
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Advertisement as appeared in newspapers- The Argyllshire Advertiser - 
13 December 2024 
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Advertisement as appeared in newspapers – The Campbeltown Courier -
13 December 2024
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Advertisement as appeared in newspapers – Oban Times - 19 December 
2024
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Advertisement as appeared in newspapers – Oban Times - 9 January 
2025
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Advertisement as appeared in newspapers – Argyllshire Advertiser - 10 
January 2025 
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Advertisement as appeared in newspapers – Campbeltown Courier - 10 
January 2025
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Advertisement as appeared in newspapers – Dunoon Observer 17 
January 2025 
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Advertisement as appeared in newspapers – Isle of Bute News 17 
January 2025 
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Advertisement as appeared online– West Coast Today - 16 December 
2024
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Advertisement as appeared online– Oban Times - 9 January 2025
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Advertisement as appeared online– West Coast Today - 9 January 2025
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Appendix E. Social media posts 
This appendix features copies of the social media posts that were issued across Transport 
Scotland social media channels (including Facebook, X, LinkedIn, and Instagram) on the 
following dates:

- 13 December 2024
- 10 January 2025
- 20 January 2025
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Instagram post on 13 December 2024 
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Instagram post on 10 January 2025 
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Instagram post on 20 January 2025 
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Facebook post on 13 December 2024 
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Facebook post on 10 January 2025
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Facebook post on 20 January 2025
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X post on 13 December 2024 
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X post on 10 January 2025
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X post on 20 January 2025
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LinkedIn post on 10 January 2025
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LinkedIn post on 20 January 2025



File Name: A83AAB-AWJ-GEN-SCW_GEN-RP-ZZ-000027 | 
Date:  June 2025 Page 79 of 82

Appendix F. Stakeholder emails 
This appendix features copies of two emails that were issued to stakeholders making them 
aware of the public exhibitions and a list of the email recipients.

13 December 2024

Good morning, 

A83 Rest and Be Thankful  

We are contacting you to let you know that public exhibitions are being held from 15 to 21 
January 2025 for the A83 Rest and Be Thankful scheme. 

These public exhibitions will provide local communities and road users the opportunity to 
view and comment on the draft Orders, Compulsory Purchase Orders and Environmental 
Impact Assessments for both the Medium and Long-Term Solutions. Please note these are 
two standalone schemes and should be considered separately when providing 
comment or representations.

Improving the resilience of the A83 at the Rest and Be Thankful remains a key transport 
priority for the Scottish Government. 

Transport Scotland staff and their technical advisers AtkinsRéalis WSP Joint Venture 
(AWJV) will be available to answer any questions on the proposals for both the Medium and 
Long-Term Solutions. 

Details of the public exhibitions are as follows:

Wednesday 15 January 2025 (1pm to 7pm)

Victoria Hall, Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, PA28 6JG (1pm to 7pm)

Thursday 16 January 2025 (1pm to 7pm)

Lochgilphead Bowling Club, Bank Park, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NX (1pm to 7pm)

Friday 17 January 2025 (1pm to 6pm)

Lochgoilhead Village Hall, 8 Hall Road, Lochgoilhead, PA24 8AA

Monday 20 January 2025 (1pm to 7pm)

Queen’s Hall, 9 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 7HH
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Tuesday 21 January 2025 (1pm to 7pm)

Three Villages Hall, Shore Road, Arrochar, G83 7AB 

The exhibition material for both schemes is available now to view at 
pinpointcloud.co.uk/A83restandbethankful  

Please submit any representations to Transport Scotland by 7 February 2025 by post:

Director of Major Projects, A83 Rest and Be Thankful Scheme, Transport Scotland, 
George House, 2nd Floor, 36 North Hanover Street, Glasgow, G12AD

Or by email: A83DraftOrders@transport.gov.scot

For further information, please visit the A83 Story Map

If you no longer wish to receive updates regarding the scheme, please email the project 
team on A83@wsp.com

Yours faithfully 

AtkinsRéalis WSP Joint Venture (AWJV) Stakeholder Team

http://www.pinpointcloud.co.uk/accesstoargyllandbuteA83
mailto:A83DraftOrders@transport.gov
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/927aafb643374492b70b71408b8e9508
mailto:A83@wsp.com
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10 January 2025 

Good afternoon, 

Following our earlier communication on 13 December 2024, we would like to provide a 
reminder to you of the upcoming draft Orders public exhibitions for the both the Medium and 
Long-Term Solutions for the A83 Rest and Be Thankful scheme. 

Details of the public exhibitions being held from 15 to 21 January 2025 are as follows:

Wednesday 15 January 2025 (1pm to 7pm)

Victoria Hall, Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, PA28 6EG 

Thursday 16 January 2025 (1pm to 7pm)

Lochgilphead Bowling Club, Bank Park, Lochgilphead, PA31 8LN 

Friday 17 January 2025 (1pm to 6pm)

Lochgoilhead Village Hall, 8 Hall Road, Lochgoilhead, PA24 8AQ

Monday 20 January 2025 (1pm to 7pm)

Queen’s Hall, 9 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 7HH

Tuesday 21 January 2025 (1pm to 7pm)

Three Villages Hall, Shore Road, Arrochar, G83 7AB 

The exhibition material for both schemes is also available to view at 
pinpointcloud.co.uk/A83restandbethankful  

If you wish any further information or no longer wish to receive updates regarding the 
schemes, please email the project team on A83@wsp.com 

Kind regards

Atkins WSP Joint Venture Stakeholder Team

http://www.pinpointcloud.co.uk/accesstoargyllandbuteA83
mailto:A83@wsp.com
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Stakeholder Email Recipients
• Statutory Consultees 
• Elected Representatives from Local Authorities 
• Special Interest Groups
• Local primary schools
• Local secondary schools/ colleges/ academies 
• Community groups 
• Community councils 
• Community trusts 
• Large businesses
• Local and emergency services 
• Contacts received from previous engagement 
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