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CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

Question 1: do you agree with the proposal to extend the pre-registration
notice period from 14 days to 28 days ?

Yes ] No []

Although the norm in this authority is for operators to discuss, and negotiate
with the council prior to changes being made to services, there have been a
few occasions when this has not happened. In order for the authority to
consider changes in services and then to follow the process which is
required by policy to react to such changes, the extra 14 day notice would
be welcome.

Question 2: Do you agree with the proposal to replace the duty to inform the
relevant authorities before making an application for registration with a duty to
consult with the relevant authorities?

Yes [] No []

Although consultation may not result in a negotiated resolution, it is surely
best to try.

Question 3: Do you agree that relevant authorities should be encouraged
through guidance to draw potential concerns about new registrations to the
attention of the traffic Commissioner for Scotland and/or Transport Scotland?

Yes No []

The relevant authorities are better placed to be aware of potential concerns

Question 4a: Do you agree with the proposal to reduce the period of
registration from 56 days to 42 days? What difficulties (if any) do you consider
such a change might present and how might these be addressed?

Yes [ ] No (1

If 28 days pre-registration notice together with consultation were introduced,
there would be less concern over the reduction of 56 to 42. If this reduction
in days was introduced on its own, this would cause difficulty for the
relevant authorities if mitigating action was to be taken. However, from a
local authority perspective, the more time allowed to react to changes, the
better.




Question 4b: An alternative option would be to reduce the registration period
from 56 days to 42 days only where Electronic Bus Service Registration
(EBSR) is used. Do you agree with this?

Yes [ ] No 1

In order to avoid confusion all registrations timescales should be the same.

Question 5: Do you agree that we should require operators to detail within
registered hourly frequency bands any services that are registered as frequent
services?

Yes [ ] No [v]

There is no need to know the detail of a service which is more frequent than
every ten minutes.

Question 6: Do you agree that if the proposed changes set out above are
adopted, they will improve the bus registration process in Scotland ?

Yes [Y] No []

Any improvement in engagement between relevant authorities and
operators should result in improved registration.

Question 7: It is possible that much of what is proposed above could be
achieved through Guidance and/or a Code of Conduct to facilitate engagement
between operators and relevant authorities rather than changes to the
legislation. Do you have any views on this?

Yes No []

Things may improve if guidance was introduced. However, perhaps after a
trial period the need for legislation could be revisited if engagement is
failing.




