First Fix Alignments -
Landscape, Ecology and
Water Appraisal Summary
Drawings

Note: The first fix alignments will be subject to further development as the
scheme progresses as will the location and form of junctions. Connections to
local accesses and Non-Motorised User routes will be developed following the
identification of the preferred route option.
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General Notes:

Northern habitats dominated by arable, open
landscapes. A number of fields were noted to contain
large flocks of feeding geese.

Southern habitats dominated by more open complex
landscapes and habitat mosaics.
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Area contains a number of fields with unimproved grassland. Habitat type is likely to be present across the wider study area
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Area dominated by arable fields with large (100+) flocks of geese feeding in fields. Area likely important for wintering bird species
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Area of parkland and policy woodlands around Warthill estate. 
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Wartle Moss Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
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Area dominated by arable land. Habitat type is prevalent in the northern sections.
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Callout
A number or arable fields found to contain feeding flocks of geese. Area likely important for wintering bird species. 
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Potential River Don crossing. The River Don, with stream riparian strips and tributaries provide suitable otter commuting and resting habitat. River Don supports declining populations of Atlantic Salmon. Awaiting information on key spawning habitat, invasive species and barriers
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Small block of plantation woodland, fringed by gorse scrub and unimproved grassland. 
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Large stand of Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) identified in area. Likely to be present across the wider study area.
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River Deveron/ Bogie supports declining population of Atlantic Salmon. Awaiting information on key spawning habitat, invasive species and any fish barriers. 
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Callout
River Bogie corridor is a good example of a semi-natural meandering river with riparian habitat including unimproved grassland, riparian trees with bat roost potential 
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Habitat adjacent to current A96 route with clearfell,  woodland and adjacent scrubby habitat suitable for wildcat feeding and denning. 
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Group
Ecological Corridor running from Gartly Moor, through the Hill of Skares and Hill of Tillymorgan. Habitats are ideal for wildcat, pine marten, red squirrel and raptor species. 
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Callout
Alignments in this area pass through woodland that forms part of the wider forest habitat for pine marten, wildcat and red squirrel. Forest edges have significant areas of gorse scrub, bracken and unimproved grassland which provide important feeding habitat for wildcat and pine marten. There is also a number of wooded field edges running off of Bennachie that serve as important ecological corridors.
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Blocks of mature and potentially ancient woodland.
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Callout
Wildcat Priority Area may be subject to extension by Scottish Natural Heritage. The surrounding area is considered suitable for wildcat despite not being designated as such currently.  
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Text Box
General Notes: 
   
Northern habitats dominated by arable, open landscapes. A number of fields were noted to contain large flocks of feeding geese. 
    
Southern habitats dominated by more open complex landscapes and habitat mosaics. 
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