
First Fix Alignments - 
Landscape, Ecology and 
Water Appraisal Summary 
Drawings 

Note: The first fix alignments will be subject to further development as the 
scheme progresses as will the location and form of junctions. Connections to 
local accesses and Non-Motorised User routes will be developed following the 
identification of the preferred route option. 
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Improvement Strategy B Corridor Alignments

Improvement Strategy B- Inverurie North Corridor Alignments

Improvement Strategy B+ Inverurie North Corridor Alignments
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Improvement Strategy D+ Corridor Alignments

FITTING LANDSCAPES. PUBLISHED BY TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

Policy Aim 1

Policy Aim 2

Policy Aim 3

Policy Aim 4

First Fix Alignment Sifting: 
Summary of Key Landscape 
Constraints

Very large scale 
earthworks to get 
through ridge at 
Newtongarry Hill - 
FL1.

Very large scale 
earthworks to get 
through complex 
topography at 
Comalegy Hill - FL1, 
FL2.

Very large scale 
earthworks to get 
through Hill of Skares 
and to link with the 
existing A96 corridor 
from the north - FL1, 
FL2, FL3.

Impacts of earthworks 
and potential impacts 
on Williamston House 
GDL - FL1.

Potential significant 
residual impacts on 
Gartly - FL1.

Direct impacts on Leith 
Hall GDL including 
loss of mature ancient 
woodland. Impacts on 
setting - FL1, FL2.

Alignments within this 
area will involve very 
large scale earthworks 
and/or structures 
resulting in significant 
alteration of landscape 
character - FL1, FL2, 
FL3.

Significant impacts on 
Insch, its setting and 
connection with 
Dunnideer Hill - FL1, 
FL2.

Alignments within this area will 
require considerable earthworks to 
fit with existing topography. 
Alignments would result in loss of 
mature beech avenues and field 
boundaries which are characteristic 
of this undulating lowland area of 
high quality landscape - FL1, FL2, 
FL3.

Alignments directly 
adjacent to or through 
this area will result in 
direct impacts on GDL 
or their setting - FL1, 
FL2.

Potential significant 
residual impacts on 
Old Rayne - FL1.

Potential significant 
residual impacts on 
Meikle Wartle and 
ancient woodland - 
FL1, FL2.

Potential significant 
residual impacts on 
Daviot - FL1.

Potential significant residual 
impacts on the Pitcaple area 
resulting from crossings of the 
River Urie, loss of ancient 
woodland, impacts on Whiteford, 
impacts on cultural heritage and 
its contribution to landscape 
character - FL1, FL2.

Alignments within this area would 
result in considerable impacts on 
landscape quality. Alignments would 
not be a good fit with topography and 
would result in considerable loss of 
woodland and alteration to physical 
and aesthetic aspects of landscape 
character. Alignments would conflict 
with the principles of Fitting 
Landscapes and in particular FL1, 
FL2 and FL3.

Significant impacts on 
views from popular 
car park and access 
to Bennachie 
Woodland Walks - 
FL1, FL2.

Considerable impacts 
as a result of 
earthworks at the 
scarp edge of 
Bennachie SLA where 
there are panoramic 
views to the north - 
FL1.

Very large scale 
earthworks to get 
through Gallows Hill - 
FL1, FL2, FL3.

Large scale crossings 
of the River Don where 
it passes through a 
narrow, steep sided 
valley with wooded 
slopes - FL1, FL2, 
FL3.

Large scale crossings 
of the River Don where 
it meanders across a 
broad, level floodplain 
that contrasts with 
surrounding undulating 
topography. Potential 
impacts on residential 
and recreational visual 
amenity  - FL1, FL2, 
FL3.

FITTING LANDSCAPES 

Aim 1
Ensure high quality of design and place. Aims to achieve integration of 
new transport projects with their surroundings, create new landscapes 
and enhance the experience for travellers. 

Aim 2
Enhance and protect natural heritage. Aims to achieve effective 
mitigation of adverse impacts on species and ecosystems through the 
positive enhancement of biodiversity and the creation and management 
of new habitats and green networks. 

Aim 3
Use resources wisely. Advocates the use of simple design principles and 
a clear understanding of future management to allow a natural 
equilibrium of balance to be achieved early in the creation of new 
landscapes. 

Aim 4
Build in adaptability to change. Identifies how transport networks should 
respond to the implications of climate change and the role that they can 
play in accommodating storm drainage, providing refuge habitats and 
forming linkage to green networks. 

The areas and locations highlighted on the map are where 
alignments are likely to conflict considerably with the Aims of 
Fitting Landscapes. After the description of potential impacts 
the relevant Aim is indicated as FL1, FL2, FL3 etc.

FITTING LANDSCAPES: PUBLISHED BY TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

Policy Aim 1

Policy Aim 2
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Callout
Area contains a number of fields with unimproved grassland. Habitat type is likely to be present across the wider study area
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Callout
Area dominated by arable fields with large (100+) flocks of geese feeding in fields. Area likely important for wintering bird species
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Area of parkland and policy woodlands around Warthill estate. 
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Wartle Moss Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

nichelle.murray
Oval

nichelle.murray
Callout
Area dominated by arable land. Habitat type is prevalent in the northern sections.

nichelle.murray
Callout
A number or arable fields found to contain feeding flocks of geese. Area likely important for wintering bird species. 

nichelle.murray
Callout
Potential River Don crossing. The River Don, with stream riparian strips and tributaries provide suitable otter commuting and resting habitat. River Don supports declining populations of Atlantic Salmon. Awaiting information on key spawning habitat, invasive species and barriers
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Callout
Small block of plantation woodland, fringed by gorse scrub and unimproved grassland. 
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Callout
Large stand of Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) identified in area. Likely to be present across the wider study area.
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nichelle.murray
Callout
River Deveron/ Bogie supports declining population of Atlantic Salmon. Awaiting information on key spawning habitat, invasive species and any fish barriers. 
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Nichelle.Murray
Callout
River Bogie corridor is a good example of a semi-natural meandering river with riparian habitat including unimproved grassland, riparian trees with bat roost potential 

nichelle.murray
Callout
Habitat adjacent to current A96 route with clearfell,  woodland and adjacent scrubby habitat suitable for wildcat feeding and denning. 
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Nichelle.Murray
Group
Ecological Corridor running from Gartly Moor, through the Hill of Skares and Hill of Tillymorgan. Habitats are ideal for wildcat, pine marten, red squirrel and raptor species. 
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Nichelle.Murray
Callout
Alignments in this area pass through woodland that forms part of the wider forest habitat for pine marten, wildcat and red squirrel. Forest edges have significant areas of gorse scrub, bracken and unimproved grassland which provide important feeding habitat for wildcat and pine marten. There is also a number of wooded field edges running off of Bennachie that serve as important ecological corridors.
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Blocks of mature and potentially ancient woodland.
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Ecology Key
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Text Box
Local Nature Conservation Site
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Wildcat Priority Area
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Text Box
Notable Habitat/ Ecological Corridor

Nichelle.Murray
Callout
Wildcat Priority Area may be subject to extension by Scottish Natural Heritage. The surrounding area is considered suitable for wildcat despite not being designated as such currently.  

Nichelle.Murray
Text Box
General Notes: 
   
Northern habitats dominated by arable, open landscapes. A number of fields were noted to contain large flocks of feeding geese. 
    
Southern habitats dominated by more open complex landscapes and habitat mosaics. 
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