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Appendix 1.2 – Table of Expert Competencies 

Topic  Name  Relevant Academic Qualifications  Relevant Professional 

Qualifications  

Other Relevant Experience 

ES Verification  

(AECOM internal ES 

verification process)  

Gareth Coughlin  • BSc (Hons) Environmental 
Science  

• MPhil Quarry Rehabilitation 

• Chartered Member of CIWEM 
(MCIWEM) 

• Chartered Water & 
Environmental Manager 

(C.WEM) 

• Chartered Environmentalist 
(CEnv) 

• Certified CEEQUAL Assessor 

• Chartered Scientist (CSci) 

• Fellow of CIWEM (FCIWEM) 

• Fellow of IEMA (FIEMA) 

• 20 years’ environmental consulting experience; 

• 20 years infrastructure EIA Experience;  

• Lead Environmental Expert witness for Roads Service / TransportNI 
at various highway public inquiries. 

Environment Lead 

(responsible for 

overall 

Environmental 

Statement (ES) and 

compilation of ES 

Chapters 1 - 7) 

 

Zoe McClelland  • MSc Urban and Regional      

• MA (Hons) Geography 

 

• Chartered Member Royal Town 
Planning Institute  

• 15 years, environmental consulting experience  

• 13 years infrastructure EIA Experience  

• Expert Witness for Transport Scotland at highways public inquiry  

Landscape and Visual 

Lead 

John Devenny  • MA (Hons) Landscape 
Architecture 

• Chartered Member of the 
Landscape Institute 

• 14 years’ experience in Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

• Experience of all stages of road development (assessment, design, 
implementation & management) 

• Expert Witness at Public Inquiry  

Nature Conservation Lead  Tony Marshall  • BSc (Hons) Biological Sciences 
(Ecology) 

• Member of the Chartered 
Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management 

(MCIEEM) 

• 9 years ecological consulting experience including large-scale EIA 
infrastructure developments 

 

Cultural Heritage Lead Dr Jonathan Shipley  • 2010 PhD Archaeology 

• 2005 MLitt Archaeology  

• 2003 BA (Hons) Archaeology 

• Associate Member of Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologists 

• 18 years’ experience working in field archaeology and cultural 
heritage, including 15 years of consulting experience. 

• Archaeological Clerk of Works for the A1 Leeming to Barton 
motorway upgrade scheme. 

• Successfully lead on a large number of Environmental Impact 
Assessment projects covering infrastructure, renewable and 
residential developments.  

• Extensive experience throughout the UK as well as Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa.  

• Successfully developed outreach and public engagement projects.  
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Topic  Name  Relevant Academic Qualifications  Relevant Professional 

Qualifications  

Other Relevant Experience 

Road Drainage and the 

Water Environment Lead 

Glenn McKay • BSc (Hons) Geography 

• MSc Environmental Engineering 

• Hazard Waste Operations and 
Emergency Response trained 

• Chartered Environmentalist 
(CEnv) 

• Chartered Scientist (CSci) 

• CSR Yellow Card Holder 

• Member of the Chartered 
Institution of Water and 
Environmental Management 
(MCIWEM) 

• Over 14 years experience in environmental appraisal, assessment 
and technical review of strategic infrastructure projects. 

• Glenn has a proven track record in delivering strategic infrastructure 
projects subject to EIA through the statutory procedures and into 

construction 

Noise and Vibration Lead Suzanne Scott  • BSc (Hons) 

• Geography 

• MSc Environmental 

• Science 

• Diploma Acoustics 

• and Noise Control 

• Chartered Scientist (CSci) 

•  Member of the Institute of 
Acoustics (MIOA) 

• Member of the Institution of 
Environmental Sciences (MIEnv) 

• 22 years’ experience in acoustics, including 18 years’ in 
consultancy. 

•  Successfully led noise assessments for over 20 highway schemes. 

•  Member of the Highways England ‘Peer to Peer’ Acoustics Group. 

• Expert witness experience, including for highway schemes. 

Air Quality Lead Gareth Hodgkiss •         BSc (Hons) Geography 
•         MSc Environmental 

Management 

•         Member of the Institution of 
Environmental Sciences 

•         Member of the Institute of Air 
Quality Management 

•         15 years working in the air quality industry 

•        12 years experience working in Environmental consultancy 

Effects on all Travellers 

Lead 

Zoe McClelland  • MSc Urban and Regional      

• MA (Hons) Geography 

 

• Chartered Member Royal Town 
Planning Institute  

• 15 years, environmental consulting experience  

• 13 years infrastructure EIA Experience  

• Expert Witness for Transport Scotland at highways public inquiry  

Community and Private 

Assets Lead 

Zoe McClelland  • MSc Urban and Regional      

• MA (Hons) Geography 

 

• Chartered Member Royal Town 
Planning Institute  

• 15 years, environmental consulting experience  

• 13 years infrastructure EIA Experience  

• Expert Witness for Transport Scotland at highways public inquiry  

Geology and Soils Lead Catriona Fisher 

(General) 
• BEng (Hons) Civil Engineering 

• MSc Geotechnical Engineering 
Design and Management  

• 2006 – Member of Institution of 
Civil Engineers (MICE) 

• Over 15 years geotechnical design experience 

• 10 years’ experience in Geology and Soils Environmental 
Assessment for Transport Scotland Roads schemes 

Christine Johnson 
(Contaminated Land 
Specialist) 

• BSc (Hons) Applied Geology 

• MSc Engineering Geology 

• Chartered Geologist (CGeol) 

• Chartered Scientist (CSci) 

• Fellow of the Geological Society 
(FGS) 

• Member of the European 
Federation of Geologists   

• Over 30 years extensive and wide-ranging geotechnical / 
geoenvironmental consultancy experience  

• Specialist geoenvironmental experience including contaminated 
land risk assessments and input to numerous EIA’s. 

Materials Lead Mike Bains • BSc (Hons) Chemistry • Chartered Chemist 

• Member of the Royal Society of 
Chemistry 

• 25 years’ environmental consultancy experience, predominantly in 
waste management 

• Expert witness for waste and materials in hearings as part of DCO 
public examination process 

Climate Lead  Ian Davies • BA (Hons) 

• Environmental 

• Studies 

 • Over 15 years’ experience in the management and delivery of 
energy efficiency, carbon management and climate change 
assessment 
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Topic  Name  Relevant Academic Qualifications  Relevant Professional 

Qualifications  

Other Relevant Experience 

• Has successfully project managed a range of carbon accounting, 
carbon reduction and Life Cycle Assessment projects for large scale 

infrastructure projects 

Cumulative Impacts Lead  Zoe McClelland  • MSc Urban and Regional      

• MA (Hons) Geography 

 

• Chartered Member Royal Town 
Planning Institute  

• 15 years, environmental consulting experience  

• 13 years infrastructure EIA Experience  

• Expert Witness for Transport Scotland at highways public inquiry  
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