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Photo shows a roadside view of the hills surrounding the Huntly area of Aberdeenshire.

Photo shows a roadside view of the A96 corridor in a rural area with vehicles travelling on the road.



Welcome 

Welcome to our Story Map for the A96 Corridor Review 

Some sections of this Story Map contain interactive maps which 

allow you to explore the location around the A96 corridor study 

area. Click the button below to view a helpful guide that explains 

how to navigate the maps. 

User Guide 

The purpose of our Story Map is to keep you informed with the 

progress of the A96 Corridor Review and allow you to feed-in to the 

review by completing consultation surveys. This Story Map will 

provide you with an overview of key details of the A96 Corridor 

Review, what it is looking at, and how you can input into the 

review. 

Alongside the A96 webpage on the Transport Scotland website, 

this Story Map has been created to provide an outline of the 

progress and activities that will take place during the A96 Corridor 

Review. 

The A96 Corridor Review is being carried out by design 

consultants Jacobs AECOM acting on behalf of Transport 

Scotland. Jacobs AECOM currently supports Transport Scotland 

undertaking the second Strategic Transport Projects Review 

(STPR2). 

We welcome any feedback or suggestions you may have about the 

layout and content within the Story Map. There are also contact 

details for the review team if you want to get in touch with them. 

We hope that you find the information we are presenting here 

informative and that it gives you an understanding of the A96 

Corridor Review and its work. 

https://jacobs.maps.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/a0cf730a561949d3811527779987cf98/data
https://www.transport.gov.scot/A96CorridorReview


Photo shows a rural bus stop.

https://www.gov.scot/publications/cooperation-agreement-between-scottish-government-scottish-green-party-parliamentary-group/


• targeted road safety improvements where needed, for example

between Fochabers and Huntly and lnverurie to Aberdeen

• the development of an A96 "Electric Highway"

Other commitments given in relation to the North East of Scotland 

included developing a programme of enhanced public transport 

improvements, which include: 

• work to improve the resilience, reliability and efficiency of the

Aberdeen to Inverness rail corridor, alongside our commitment

to decarbonise the rail network, to make it more competitive to

road and encourage modal shift for both passengers and freight

• working with Nestrans, Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire

Councils on the feasibility of a mass rapid transit system for the

region, and also a rail link between Dyce and Ellon and further

north to Peterhead and Fraserburgh

• reviewing the A96 corridor with a view to implementing

appropriate bus priority measures

The Cooperation Agreement noted the current plan is to fully dual 

the A96 route between Inverness and Aberdeen. 

The Cooperation Agreement also confirmed there would be a 

transparent, evidence-based review to include a climate 

compatibility assessment to assess direct and indirect impacts on 

the climate and the environment. The Cooperation Agreement 

noted that the review will report by the end of 2022. 

The A96 Corridor Review will cover the transport corridor from 

Raigmore Interchange at Inverness to Craibstone Junction at 

Aberdeen. The review findings will be used to test our current 

plans for dualling outwith the Inverness to Nairn (including Nairn 

Bypass) scheme, which runs from Inverness to Hardmuir and 

already has Ministerial consent. 

The review will take into account the higher reliance of car use in 

rural areas of the corridor when compared with urban centres. 

Reducing carbon emissions to net zero by 2045 is a key part of the 

Scottish Government's policy to address the global climate 

emergency along with its policies to encourage the use of low 

emission vehicles in travel options. 



A96 Corridor Review 

Why is this review taking place? 

The A96 Corridor Review is being undertaken following the 

Cooperation Agreement between the Scottish Government and 

Scottish Green Party Parliamentary Group. 

What will the review cover? 

The A96 Corridor Review will cover the transport corridor from 

Raigmore Interchange at Inverness to Craibstone Junction at 

Aberdeen. 

The review will consider transport problems, such as road safety, 

and opportunities, such as encouraging the uptake of low emission 

vehicles within the A96 corridor. It will also look at the changing 

policy context and other key considerations, such as development 

and growth aims for the corridor and surrounding area. It will 

consider the impact of the global climate emergency and the 

Covid-19 pandemic on how people work and travel within the 

corridor. 

Is the A96 Inverness to Nairn (including Nairn Bypass) 

Scheme included in the corridor review? 

The A96 Inverness to Nairn (including Nairn Bypass) scheme is 

Photo shows pedestrians crossing a road in Inverness.

https://www.gov.scot/publications/cooperation-agreement-between-scottish-government-scottish-green-party-parliamentary-group/


Photo of Inverurie Town Hall during winter period.

outwith



Review Principles/Methodology 

To understand the methodology for our A96 Corridor Review, it is 

helpful to consider the principles which underpin it. These 

principles are detailed within the second National Transport 

Strategy (NTS2). 

Principles 

NTS2 is the Scottish Government's transport strategy for change. It 

recognises the key role that transport has in reducing inequalities, 

delivering inclusive economic growth, improving our health and 

wellbeing, and tackling the climate emergency. 

At the heart of NTS2 is the recognition that a step-change in 

people's behaviour is required and that attractive, affordable, 

accessible and sustainable travel options are needed to deliver this 

step-change. 

Reducing carbon emissions to net zero by 2045 is a key part of the 

Scottish Government's policy to address the global climate 

emergency along with its policies to encourage the use of low 

emission vehicles. Achieving this will require significant changes to 

all our transport choices, as well as changes to the transport 

network and the options that influence people's decision making 

when undertaking a journey, both in rural and urban settings. 

This is why the Scottish Government has committed to reducing 

car kilometres by 20 per cent by 2030, and recently published the 

Route Map outlining the actions that will be taken to achieve this 

goal. The Route Map acknowledges that technological advances 

will not be enough to achieve this on their own. 

The Scottish Government is also promoting the use of ultra-low 

emission vehicles (ULEVs) and aims to phase out the need for new 

petrol and diesel cars and vans by 2030 as set out in the Update to 

the Climate Change Plan 2018-2032. 

A core part of the delivery plan for NTS2 is the second Strategic 

Transport Projects Review (STPR2) which published the STPR2 

Summary Report in January 2022 for consultation. The outcome 

from the STPR2 three-year review is to identify how and where 

changes to our transport networks can be made which will 

encourage people to do more: 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/our-approach/national-transport-strategy/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/our-approach/national-transport-strategy/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/a-route-map-to-achieve-a-20-per-cent-reduction-in-car-kilometres-by-2030/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/a-route-map-to-achieve-a-20-per-cent-reduction-in-car-kilometres-by-2030/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/12/securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero-update-climate-change-plan-20182032/documents/update-climate-change-plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero/update-climate-change-plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero/govscot%3Adocument/update-climate-change-plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/12/securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero-update-climate-change-plan-20182032/documents/update-climate-change-plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero/update-climate-change-plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero/govscot%3Adocument/update-climate-change-plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero.pdf
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/925294035a8f4ad39248fd0ff47249f6/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/925294035a8f4ad39248fd0ff47249f6/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/925294035a8f4ad39248fd0ff47249f6/page/Summary-Report/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/925294035a8f4ad39248fd0ff47249f6/page/Summary-Report/


Map shows current A96 route from Inverness to Aberdeen. The railway line is shown along with key rail stations that are labelled: Inverness, Nairn, Forres,
Elgin, Keith Town, Huntly, Inverurie and Kinaldie. Airports are also shown on the map.

Methodology 



ST AG provides a framework to identify and appraise transport 

interventions. The objective led process is designed to provide 

investment decision-makers with the information they need in a 

clear, structured format. 

Consultation and feedback from members of the public and 

stakeholders is an essential element of the ST AG process and 

aims to ensure that the interests of all stakeholders are considered 

in an inclusive, open, transparent, and appropriate manner. 
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aisal 02 > Preliminary Options Appraisal

�;��
aisal 03 > Detailed Options Appraisal

The STAG appraisal stages are: 

Stage 1 - Initial Appraisal: Case for Change 

During this stage, Jacobs AECOM, on behalf of Transport 

Scotland, will identify problems and opportunities along the route 

corridor, and develop Transport Planning Objectives. Public 

consultation and feedback received will play an important role in 

identifying existing problems and opportunities along the A96 

Graphic shows A96 Review interlinked with NTS2 and STPR2.

Graphic shows the stages of STAG appraisal.



corridor as well as helping to shape the interventions to deal with 

these. 

Multi-modal interventions will be generated, assessed and if 

necessary sifted to create a long list of options. 

Stages 2 and 3 - Preliminary Options Appraisal and Detailed 

Options Appraisal 

The Preliminary Options Appraisal and Detailed Options Appraisal 

stages involve additional technical development and assessment of 

options against the Transport Planning Objectives and STAG 

criteria. 

The appraisal of options or suggestions is undertaken against the 

following STAG criteria: 

• Environment

• Climate Change

• Health, Safety and Wellbeing

• Economy

• Equality and Accessibility

The STAG appraisal will also look at how options or suggestions fit 

with current Scottish Government policy. 



Photo shows cyclist on a cycle lane.



Photo shows Clashindarroch which is an 18 turbine wind farm located near Huntly.

Environment will be a key consideration of the A96 Review. 



Photo shows Inverurie train station.

https://www.transport.gov.scot/news/


A view over the River Spey in Moray, north east Scotland. 



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mHckNyz0_UKKN9SccSjTa51jXH5FpJxEqEj5KPk05xpUN000NzkwNFhJM05aR0RCT1JBMzNYSVFCMi4u
https://jacobs.maps.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/859b3436ecfd4af7afff431377ab8ae8/data


Photo shows a group discussion



Photo shows a receptionist using a phone.
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