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Further information
All the information presented at the exhibition is available at:  
www.transport.gov.scot/project/a9a96-inshes-
smithton

Project background and update

Introduction
As part of the Scottish Government’s commitment 
within the £315 million Inverness and Highland City-
Region Deal, Transport Scotland is progressing plans 
for a single carriageway road connecting Inshes to 
Smithton in Inverness. 

In 2014, Transport Scotland held public exhibitions to present 
the results of the A9/A96 Connections Study.  Options C and D 
were identified as the best performing options. Since then, Transport 
Scotland has appointed Jacobs to take forward the next stage of 

assessment work. This is the route options assessment process on 
the A9/A96 road connection between Inshes and Smithton.

Nine sub-options were developed from Options C and D 
identified in the Connections Study. Following a sifting process, we 
now present the options we are progressing for further assessment.

We are seeking public feedback regarding the options under 
consideration for the A9/A96 Inshes to Smithton scheme so 
we can take your views into account during the route options 
assessment process.

Scheme assessment 
process

Transport Scotland welcomes your comments on 
the route options presented at this exhibition. Your 
feedback will be taken into account during the route 
options assessment process.

The options presented at this exhibition may be subject to further 
development. Your feedback will be taken into account as part of the 
DMRB Stage 2 Assessment process which considers the advantages, 
disadvantages and constraints associated with the route options, in 
relation to environmental, engineering, traffic and economic issues.

This will inform the decision about which option will be 
progressed to the next stage of assessment. 

Transport Scotland is seeking to confirm a preferred option for 
the A9/A96 Inshes to Smithton scheme in 2017.

You can provide your comments to us by: 
•	 using the relevant feedback form and leaving it in 

the Feedback Box at the exhibition
•	 emailing or posting the feedback form to us. 

Email to:  
    a9a96-inshes-smithton@transport.gov.scot 

Post to: 
A9/A96 Inshes to Smithton Team 
Transport Scotland
Buchanan House
58 Port Dundas Road
Glasgow
G4 0HF

Please submit your comments to us by 7 October 2016.

Transport Scotland carries out a 
rigorous assessment process to 
establish the preferred option 
for a road improvement scheme.  

The preparation and development 
of road schemes follows the scheme 
assessment process set out in the Design 
Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB). 
This three-stage assessment process 
covers engineering, environment, traffic 
and economic considerations. Throughout 
this process Transport Scotland 
consults local communities, landowners, 
stakeholders and other interested par ties.

The DMRB Stage 2 Assessment 
process for the A9/A96 Inshes to 
Smithton scheme is ongoing, with the 
route options under consideration 
presented at this exhibition.

Initial options C 
and D have been 

further developed 
into options 1A/B, 
2A/B and 3A/B.  
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•	 To improve safety for motorised and 
non-motorised users where the trunk and 
local road network interact

•	 To maximise opportunities for active 
travel and public transport connections 
arising from the road infrastructure 
improvements.

Scheme objectives
The route options assessment process takes into 
account the scheme objectives and the Scottish 
Government’s five appraisal criteria, which are: 
•	 Environment
•	 Safety
•	 Economy
•	 Integration
•	 Accessibility and social inclusion.

The scheme objectives are:
•	 To encourage more effective use of the road 

network hierarchy and thereby improve the 
operation of the network for longer distance and 
local journeys

•	 To contribute to The Highland Council’s 
Development Plan aims for development east of 
the A9, and to complement the benefits arising 
from the dualling of the A96

Non-Motorised User  
(NMU) provision
NMUs include pedestrians, cyclists and 
equestrians and may be recreational users or, 
near larger communities, active travellers and 
daily commuters. 

An emerging NMU strategy is being developed to 
provide a consistent approach to NMU provision. The main 
principles of the strategy are as follows:
•	 enhance NMU facilities within A9/A96 

Inshes to Smithton route corridor
•	 integrate with existing NMU facilities 

such as core paths and the National Cycle 
Network.

The NMU provision will integrate with public transport 
facilities where possible.

Design Manual for Roads and Bridges Process

A9/A96 
Inshes to 
Smithton

DMRB Stage 2
 Route options assessment and identification of preferred option

DMRB Stage 1
 A9/A96 Connections Study - assessment of broadly defined 

potential options to address transport problems

DMRB Stage 3
 Development and assessment of preferred option

Procurement
Tender process to appoint works contractor

Construction

Statutory Process
 Publication of Draft Road Orders, Compulsory Purchase Order 

(CPO) and Environmental Statement for comments.
Public Local Inquiry (if required).

What happens next?
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Sifted options to 
be progressed

OPTION 1A/B OPTION 2A/B OPTION 3A/B

Key early considerations:

•	 potential land take from residential/
commercial properties

•	 severs the grounds of a Category B listed 
building

•	 there are watercourse crossings and floodplain 
crossings  

•	 Option 1B would require greater land take 
from flood plain than Option 1A

•	 Option 1A passes between elements of 
the Ring Ditch and Pit Circles (Scheduled 
Monument)

•	 Option 1B is in closer proximity to residential 
properties at Cradlehall

•	 the scheme is in close proximity to residential 
properties at Dell of Inshes

•	 reduces traffic on the A96, Culloden Road and 
Inshes overbridge

•	 intermediate cost
•	 The Highland Council Inshes Phase 2 Project.

Key early considerations:

•	 potential land take from residential/
commercial properties

•	 severs the grounds of a Category B listed 
building

•	 there are watercourse crossings and floodplain 
crossings 

•	 Option 2B would require greater land take 
from flood plain than Option 2A 

•	 the scheme requires demolition and 
replacement of existing Inshes overbridge

•	 Option 2A passes between elements of 
the Ring Ditch and Pit Circles (Scheduled 
Monument) 

•	 Option 2B is in closer proximity to residential 
properties at Cradlehall

•	 the scheme is in close proximity to residential 
properties at Dell of Inshes

•	 reduces traffic on the A96, Culloden Road and 
Inshes overbridge

•	 this option has the largest reduction in A96 
traffic

•	 higher cost than other options
•	 The Highland Council Inshes Phase 2 Project.

Key early considerations:

•	 no land take from residential property
•	 this option requires existing Inshes overbridge 

to be widened to accommodate multiple lanes 
in each direction

•	 there are watercourse crossings and floodplain 
crossings 

•	 Option 3B would require greater land take 
from flood plain than Option 3A 

•	 Option 3A passes between elements of 
the Ring Ditch and Pit Circles (Scheduled 
Monument) 

•	 Option 3B is in closer proximity to residential 
properties at Cradlehall

•	 this option gives the lowest reduction in traffic 
levels on the A96

•	 lowest traffic flow on new road
•	 lower cost than other options
•	 The Highland Council Inshes Phase 2 Project.

Options C and D from the Connections Study 
were identified as the best performing options. 
As part of the route options assessment 
process, Options C and D were further 
developed and refined into a number of sub-
options. These are shown on pages 2, 3 and 4. 
The sub-options have been developed to take 
account of:
•	 environmental constraints
•	 engineering constraints
•	 traffic operational performance.

Following a sifting process, the options adjacent 
were identified to be progressed to the next 
stage of the assessment process. These are 
Option C1/C2, D1/D2 and D4. Going forward 
the options have been renamed to Options 
1, 2 and 3 respectively with variants ‘A’ and ‘B’ 
to reflect the alternative alignments close to 
Ashton Farm.

Potential for A9 
southbound to be 
widened to three 
lanes, similar to 

northbound 
carriageway

Tie into The
Highland Council
Inshes Phase 2

Project

INVERNESS

MORAY
FIRTH

A9

A96

INSHES

SMITHTON

ASHTON
 FARM

CRADLEHALL

?

N

0 0.5 1 1.5 20.25
Kilometres

© Crown copyright and database right 2016.  All rights reserved.  Ordnance Survey Licence number 100046668.

*2

*3

*4

*5

*6

*7

Data provided by SUSTRANS, July 2016
Data downloaded from Historic Scotland, April 2016
Data provided by The Highland Council, April 2016
Data downloaded from SNHi, March 2016
Data downloaded from SEPA, March 2016
Data downloaded from RSPB, November 2012

Legend
A96 Dualling Inverness to Nairn (including
Nairn Bypass) Developed Preferred Option
Route Option 1A
Route Option 1B *

!G Category A Listed Building *3

!G Category B Listed Building *3

!G Category C Listed Building *3

Scheduled Monuments *3

Core path *2

Link on Road *2

Wider Network *2

National Cycle Route *2

Ancient Woodland Inventory - Long-
Established (of plantation origin) *5

Moray Firth Special Area of Conservation
(SAC) *5

Longman & Castle Stuart Bays Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI)
Inner Moray Firth Special Protection Area
(SPA) *5

Inner Moray Firth Wetland of International
Importance (Ramsar) *5

! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! !
Moray Basin, Firths and Bays Important Bird
Area (IBA) *6

For this route, only the variation to Option 1A has been shown.
Where no variation is shown, Option 1B is as Option 1A.

*     
   

Watercourses
Areas that may Flood - River *6

High Likelihood - 10% Annual Exceedance
Probability
Medium Likelihood - 0.5% Annual Exceedance
Probability
Low Likelihood - 0.01% Annual Exceedance
Probability

Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan *4

Business
Community
Housing
Mixed Use
Retail
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Data provided by SUSTRANS, July 2016
Data downloaded from Historic Scotland, April 2016
Data provided by The Highland Council, April 2016
Data downloaded from SNHi, March 2016
Data downloaded from SEPA, March 2016
Data downloaded from RSPB, November 2012

Legend
A96 Dualling Inverness to Nairn (including
Nairn Bypass) Developed Preferred Option
Route Option 2A
Route Option 2B *

!G Category A Listed Building *3

!G Category B Listed Building *3

!G Category C Listed Building *3

Scheduled Monuments *3

Core path *2

Link on Road *2

Wider Network *2

National Cycle Route *2

Ancient Woodland Inventory - Long-
Established (of plantation origin) *5

Moray Firth Special Area of Conservation
(SAC) *5

Longman & Castle Stuart Bays Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI)
Inner Moray Firth Special Protection Area
(SPA) *5

Inner Moray Firth Wetland of International
Importance (Ramsar) *5

! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! !
Moray Basin, Firths and Bays Important Bird
Area (IBA) *6

For this route, only the variation to Option 2A has been shown.
Where no variation is shown, Option 2B is as Option 2A.

*     
   

Watercourses
Areas that may Flood - River *6

High Likelihood - 10% Annual Exceedance
Probability
Medium Likelihood - 0.5% Annual Exceedance
Probability
Low Likelihood - 0.01% Annual Exceedance
Probability

Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan *4
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Data provided by SUSTRANS, July 2016
Data downloaded from Historic Scotland, April 2016
Data provided by The Highland Council, April 2016
Data downloaded from SNHi, March 2016
Data downloaded from SEPA, March 2016
Data downloaded from RSPB, November 2012

Legend
A96 Dualling Inverness to Nairn (including
Nairn Bypass) Developed Preferred Option
Route Option 3A
Route Option 3B *

!G Category A Listed Building *3

!G Category B Listed Building *3

!G Category C Listed Building *3

Scheduled Monuments *3

Core path *2

Link on Road *2

Wider Network *2

National Cycle Route *2

Ancient Woodland Inventory - Long-
Established (of plantation origin) *5

Moray Firth Special Area of Conservation
(SAC) *5

Longman & Castle Stuart Bays Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI)
Inner Moray Firth Special Protection Area
(SPA) *5

Inner Moray Firth Wetland of International
Importance (Ramsar) *5

! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! !
Moray Basin, Firths and Bays Important Bird
Area (IBA) *6

For this route, only the variation to Option 3A has been shown.
Where no variation is shown, Option 3B is as Option 3A.

*     
   

Watercourses
Areas that may Flood - River *6

High Likelihood - 10% Annual Exceedance
Probability
Medium Likelihood - 0.5% Annual Exceedance
Probability
Low Likelihood - 0.01% Annual Exceedance
Probability

Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan *4
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Sifted options not 
progressed
Options D3, D5, D6 and D7 were identified during 
the sifting process and are not being progressed to 
DMRB Stage 2 Assessment. For full details please 
see the exhibition panels which are also available 
online at: 
www.transport.gov.scot/project/a9a96-
inshes-smithton

The ‘Do minimum’ is what will happen on the current road 
network with traffic growth from proposed development in the 
Inverness area.  

The ‘Do minimum’ is what will happen on the current road 
network with traffic growth from proposed development in the 
Inverness area.  

The ‘Do minimum’ is what will happen on the current road 
network with traffic growth from proposed development in the 
Inverness area.  

Traffic flow (vehicles) for design year 2036 Traffic flow (vehicles) for design year 2036 Traffic flow (vehicles) for design year 2036

A96 Two way
AM Peak PM Peak

Do minimum 4150 4950

Option 1 3350 3850

% difference -19% -22%

A96 Two way
AM Peak PM Peak

Do minimum 4150 4950

Option 2 3200 3800

% difference -23% -23%

A96 Two way
AM Peak PM Peak

Do minimum 4150 4950

Option 3 3600 4300

% difference -13% -13%

Culloden Rd overbridge Two way
AM Peak PM Peak

Do minimum 2250 2250

Option 1 1650 1550

% difference -27% -31%

Culloden Rd overbridge Two way
AM Peak PM Peak

Do minimum 2250 2250

Option 2 1400 1200

% difference -38% -47%

Culloden Rd overbridge Two way
AM Peak PM Peak

Do minimum 2250 2250

Option 3 2550 2500

% difference 13% 11%

Culloden Rd Two way
AM Peak PM Peak

Do minimum 900 1050

Option 1 550 800

% difference -39% -24%

Culloden Rd Two way
AM Peak PM Peak

Do minimum 900 1050

Option 2 600 750

% difference -33% -29%

Culloden Rd Two way
AM Peak PM Peak

Do minimum 900 1050

Option 3 900 900

% difference 0% -14%

New Link Two way
AM Peak PM Peak

Option 1 2050 2400

New Link Two way
AM Peak PM Peak

Option 2 2150 2400

New Link Two way
AM Peak PM Peak

Option 3 1500 1700
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The OS mapping used in these drawings was obtained in July 2016 and is for illustration purposes only.
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