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SCOTTISH MINISTERS’ REQUIREMENTS 

SCHEDULE 7 PART 5 

LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND REPORT 

 

1 LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND REPORT 

1.1 General 
1.1.1 This Part 5 of this Schedule 7 shall apply to Landscape Areas within and outwith 

the Trunk Road boundary 

1.1.2 The overall management requirements for the Landscape Areas shall be to 

(i) maintain a safe and reliable Trunk Road network  

(ii) promote and sustain healthy growth  

(iii) maximise planting objectives  

(iv) minimise problems 

(v) encourage biodiversity and  

(vi) ensure all planting becomes as self reliant as possible. 

1.1.3 Within 30 days of the commencement of the Mobilisation Period the Director 
shall provide the Operating Company with the landscape action plan prepared by 
the previous operating company containing the following interrelated parts 

(i) 5-year landscape strategy 

(ii) landscape inventory 

(iii) landscape maintenance plan 

(iv) landscape development plan and 

(v) annual report. 

1.1.4 Annex 7.5/A of this Part 5 of this Schedule 7 contains details of Landscape 
Inventory Drawings. 

1.1.5 Not later than the end of the First Annual Period the Operating Company shall 
populate the Routine Maintenance and Management System with the landscape 
inventory including Detailed Inspections and Cyclic Maintenance requirements as 
referred to in Part 3 of Schedule 4. 

1.1.6 The Operating Company’s shall appoint a Chartered Landscape Architect who 
shall be a Chartered member of the Landscape Institute and shall be responsible 
for the preparation and delivery of 

(i) the 5-year landscape management and maintenance strategy  

(ii) the Landscape Development Plan and  

(iii) the annual report as referred to in paragraphs 1.7.1 to 1.7.4 inclusive of this 
Part 5 of this Schedule 7.  

1.1.7 The Operating Company shall submit to the Director  

(i) two hard copies and  
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(ii) three Electronic Copies on compact disk read only memory format with 
drawings in PDF format of the  

(a) 5-year landscape management and maintenance strategy 

(b) Landscape Development Plan and  

(c) annual landscape report.  

Each document shall clearly state the periods covered by the document. 

1.1.8 The Landscape Architect shall attend meetings with the Director and outside 
bodies as required by the Director. 

1.2 5-year Landscape Management and Maintenance Strategy 
1.2.1 Not later than the 1 July in the First Annual Period the Operating Company shall 

prepare in consultation with the Director an outline 5-year landscape management 
and maintenance strategy for the five years commencing the following April. 

1.2.2 Not later than the 1 July in each Annual Period after the First Annual Period the 
Operating Company shall review revise and update in consultation with the 
Director the previous outline 5-year landscape management and maintenance 
strategy for the five years commencing the following April. 

1.2.3 The 5-year landscape management and maintenance strategy shall be produced on 
a route by route basis. 

Areas of specific and varied character on the same route shall be in more detail. 

1.2.4 The strategy shall include but not be limited to the following 

(i) clear cross-referencing with the Routine Maintenance and Management 
System landscape inventory 

(ii) location plans showing the routes and areas under review  

(iii) brief descriptions of the routes and areas under review highlighting 

(a) the general character of the location  

(b) the appearance and value 

(c) comments on the quality of the landscape and  

(d) any ecological elements which may impact on or be affected by the 
maintenance and management of the Landscape Areas 

(iv) a range of photographs typical of the various character zones 

(v) perceived main issues relating to the continued management of the 
Landscape Areas in this location taking into account topics such as 

(a) safety  

(b) visual aspects 

(c) general amenity 

(d) biodiversity 

(vi) consideration of any relevant related studies plans or strategies for the 
location including but not limited to  

(a) route action plans  
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(b) route accident reduction plans  

(vii) general proposals for the future development of the environment related to 
the Trunk Road. 

1.2.5 The Operating Company shall take account of the proposals in the agreed 5-year 
landscape management and maintenance strategy in preparing the Landscape 
Development Plan. 

1.3 Landscape Development Plan 
1.3.1 Not later than 1 October in the First Annual Period the Operating Company shall 

prepare and submit to the Director a Landscape Development Plan for the relevant 
periods commencing the following April. 

1.3.2 Not later than the 1 October in each Annual Period after the First Annual Period 
the Operating Company shall review revise and update the previous Landscape 
Development Plan for the relevant periods commencing the following April. 

1.3.3 The Landscape Development Plan shall include 

(i) a 5-year landscape maintenance review 

(ii) a 3-year landscape improvement plan and 

(iii) a pesticide reduction plan.  

1.3.4 The Operating Company shall develop the Landscape Development Plan to enable 
the Director to achieve the overall management requirements for Scotland’s 
Landscape Areas. 

1.3.5 The Landscape Development Plan shall be developed in accordance with 

(i) the Scottish Executive’s landscape design and maintenance policy contained 
in Cost Effective Landscape Learning From Nature (CEL:LFN) published 
by The Stationery Office  February 1998 (or any revisions of the policy 
thereafter) 

(ii) the Scottish Executive’s commitment to the protection and enhancement of 
biodiversity through documents including but not limited to  

(a) the Trunk Roads Biodiversity Action Plan published as a consultation 
document in January 2000 or any revisions of the document thereafter 
and 

(b) Scotland’s Biodiversity the Scottish Executive’s biodiversity strategy 
published in 2004 

(iii) the Inventory of Wildlife Mitigation Measures produced by the Scottish 
Executive in February 2000. 

1.4 Landscape Maintenance Review 

1.4.1 The Operating Company shall prepare a landscape maintenance review identifying 
Landscape Areas which could be improved by alternative Cyclic Maintenance 
requirements to those referred to in Part 1 of this Schedule 7 to meet the overall 
management requirements for Scotland’s Landscape Areas in terms of 

(i) general amenity 

(ii) more efficient maintenance  
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(iii) improved biodiversity and 

(iv) any other issues identified as significant by the Operating Company’s 
Chartered Landscape Architect.  

Where the Director shall consider that alternative Cyclic Maintenance shall be 
required then this shall be the subject of an Order. 

1.5 3-year Landscape Improvement Plan 
1.5.1 The Operating Company shall prepare a 3-year landscape improvement plan with 

potential plant or planting Schemes to improve the Trunk Road landscape in terms 
of  

(i) general amenity  

(ii) more efficient maintenance  

(iii) improved biodiversity and  

(iv) any other issues identified as significant by the Operating Company’s 
Chartered Landscape Architect. 

1.5.2 Potential plant or planting Schemes shall be proposed with the following 
information 

(i) route 

(ii) Scheme name 

(iii) location reference 

(iv) brief synopsis of Operations proposed 

(v) reason for selection  

(vi) cost estimate and 

(vii) priority rating (high medium low) plus reasons. 

This information shall be submitted to enable the Director to determine which of 
the potential plant or planting Schemes could be developed in more detail by the 
Operating Company depending on the merits of the proposal and the available 
budget. 

1.5.3 Subject to an Order the Operating Company shall prepare a statement of intent for 
potential plant or planting Schemes selected by the Director. 

1.5.4 The statement of intent shall include the following information 

(i) large scale plan showing the general context of the area  

(ii) more detailed plans/drawings identifying the specific proposal  

(iii) written description of the objective(s) 

(iv) reasons for the proposed action and relation to the 5-year landscape 
management and maintenance strategy for the respective route 

(v) description of the proposed Scheme  

(vi) detailed cost estimate  

(vii) priority rating (high medium low) and reason for rating  

(viii) proposed programme and 
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(ix) supporting sketches and photographs. 

1.5.5 For Schemes the subject of an Order by the Director the Operating Company shall 
prepare a combined detailed programme for those Schemes. 

1.5.6 The detailed programme shall include but not be limited to the 

(i) the period of construction and  

(ii) the estimated completion dates. 

1.5.7 The detailed programme shall be kept up to date throughout each Annual Period 
and submitted with the monthly reports as referred to in Part 3 of Schedule 5. 

1.6 Pesticide Reduction Plan 
1.6.1 The Operating Company shall prepare a pesticide reduction plan with targets for 

the potential reduction of herbicides in use through alternative but equally 
effective proposals. 

1.7 Annual Landscaping Report 
1.7.1 During the Second and subsequent Annual Periods the Operating Company shall 

deliver to the Director prior to 31 May a written annual landscaping report 
detailing the landscaping Operations undertaken within the Unit during the 
preceding Annual Period. 

1.7.2 During the Final Annual Period the Operating Company shall deliver to the 
Director prior to 31 March a written annual report detailing the landscaping 
Operations undertaken within the Unit during the Final Annual Period. 

1.7.3 The annual landscaping report shall be sub-divided to correspond with the various 
routes within the Unit as described in the landscape inventory or Routine 
Maintenance and Management System. 

1.7.4 The annual report shall record 

(i) the general condition of the Landscape Areas on the Unit  

(ii) the general effectiveness of Cyclic Maintenance and alternative Cyclic 
Maintenance activities over the year  

(iii) a summary of any Operations undertaken as part of the Landscape 
Development Plan 

(iv) the following information for all recently created planting areas within the 
Unit subject to establishment maintenance 

Planting Area Location Contractor Date 
Created 

Establishment 
Period 

Condition 

      
      

 

(v) the performance of the contractor(s) responsible for the establishment and 
maintenance for planting areas within the Unit 

(vi) the effectiveness of recently created planted areas within the Unit in meeting 
the requirements of the Landscape Development Plan 
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(vii) a general statement advising on progress to meet the requirements of the 
Landscape Development Plan 

(viii) progress of the pesticide reduction plan specifying the general level of 
herbicide use throughout the Unit noting locations subjected to significant 
applications and identifying 

(a) Pesticide record forms produced by the Operating Company in 
accordance with Clause 3001 of the Specification shall be included as 
an annex to the annual report 

(b) details of any Operations undertaken in support of enhancing 
biodiversity and nature conservation including works associated with 
creating repairing or improving any wildlife mitigation measures 
within the Unit 

(c) a general statement of any problems or specific unforeseen issues 
which may have arisen during the period covered by the annual report 
and recommendations for action required thereafter 

(d) observations resulting from the Detailed Inspections of the Landscape 
Areas and 

(e) details of any significant amendments to the landscape inventory in 
the Routine Maintenance and Management System. 
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