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1.1 Introduction

1.1.1 This appendix presents the results of a cultural heritage desk-based survey undertaken by 
Jacobs UK on behalf of Transport Scotland to support the cultural heritage inputs into the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) for the Pass of Birnam to Tay Crossing section 
of the A9 Dualling (hereafter the ‘proposed scheme’).

1.1.2 For baseline information on Murthly Castle Garden and Designed Landscape (GDL) (HLT 14) 
please refer to Appendix A9.3 (Historic Environment Desk-based Assessment of Murthly Castle 
Garden and Designed Landscape (The Jessop Consultancy, 2022)). 

1.2 Sources Consulted 

1.2.1 A study area was defined comprising the footprint of the proposed scheme and an area 
extending 200m in all directions from it.  

1.2.2 For the study area, the following sources were consulted:

�� HES Portal for information on designated cultural heritage resources comprising 
Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Conservation Areas, sites included on the 
Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes in Scotland, and sites included on the 
Inventory of Historic Battlefields (accessed July 2024);

�� Perth & Kinross Heritage Trust (PKHT) Historic Environment Record (HER) (obtained 05 
August 2024);

�� HES PASTMAP (HES, 2021), Historic Landuse Assessment (HES, n.d.) and Canmore (HES, 
2022) websites;

�� historic mapping including that available online via the National Library of Scotland (NLS, 
2022);

�� the National Records of Scotland for documentary, cartographic and published sources 
(see Section 1.9);

�� online sources held by the Society of Antiquities of Scotland (accessed February 2022; see 
Section 1.9);

�� Discoveries and Excavation Scotland (accessed February 2022; see Section 1.9);

�� OASIS grey literature archive curated by the Archaeological Data Service (accessed 
February 2022; see Section 1.9);

�� aerial photography available online held by the National Collection of Aerial Photography 
and Britain from Above (accessed online January 2022; see Section 1.9);

�� high-resolution LiDAR data acquired for the proposed scheme (Bluesky, 2020). The results 
of the analysis of high-resolution LiDAR are discussed further in Appendix A9.4 (LiDAR 
Analysis Report) and individual cultural heritage resources identified from LiDAR data 
within the study area have been incorporated into the cultural heritage baseline.

�� LiDAR data available online as open-source data (Scottish Remote Sensing Portal, n.d., 
obtained February 2021);
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�� the results of ground investigations, including archaeological monitoring, undertaken for 
the proposed scheme (Fugro, 2016a, 2016b, 2017, 2018; Soil Engineering, 2015; Fyles, 
2015; Glew et al, 2020);

�� site inspections and a walkover survey to identify cultural heritage resources not identified 
from desk-based sources, and to inform the assessment of value (sensitivity) of these and 
previously identified cultural heritage resources (undertaken 07 June 2022 and 17 – 21 
June 2024);

�� the Scottish Archaeological Research Framework (ScARF) was used to identify relevant 
research objectives to which archaeological remains within the study area could 
potentially contribute information (ScARF, 2012a, b, c and d); 

�� the Perth and Kinross Archaeological Research Framework (PKARF; PKHT, 2022); 

�� an archaeological geophysical survey (Headland Archaeology, 2025; see Appendix 9.5); 
and 

�� published and unpublished archaeological reports and other relevant bibliographic 
sources (see Section 1.9).

1.2.3 Consultation with the noise specialists identified that the extent of the study area was 
sufficient to identify and assess potential noise effects on the setting of cultural heritage 
resources.  The Zone of Visual Influence (or Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV)) was used to 
identify cultural heritage resources outside the study area the settings of which could be 
affected by the proposed scheme. Possible visual effects on cultural heritage resources within 
the ZTV were then screened using information from sources identified in Section 1.2, modern 
Ordnance Survey mapping and on-line aerial imagery and through consultation with Historic 
Environment Scotland (HES), Perth and Kinross Council (PKC) and Perth and Kinross Heritage 
Trust (PKHT).  Where the potential for an effect on the setting of a cultural heritage resource 
was identified, these cultural heritage resources were included in the cultural heritage 
baseline. 

Assessment of Value (Sensitivity)

1.2.4 The value (sensitivity) of baseline cultural heritage resources was assessed using the method 
presented in Appendix A9.1 (Cultural Heritage Approach and Method). 

1.3 Archaeological and Historical Background

1.3.1 For constancy the chronology used in this appendix is informed by the Scottish Archaeological 
Research Framework (ScARF). ScARF reflects the current state of knowledge regarding 
Scotland’s past and is multi-authored with a multi-disciplinary approach that is subject to an 
ongoing process of review. This section is also informed by the PKARF published in 2022 (PKHT, 
2022).
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Prehistoric Period

1.3.2 There is currently no known evidence of activity dating from the Palaeolithic period (12,700BC 
– 9,800BC) in Perthshire (PKHT, 2022). While evidence for Mesolithic (10,000BC to 4,000BC) 
hunter-gatherer communities is largely limited to finds of stone artifact assemblages from the 
Tay estuary (Nicol and Bjarke Ballin, 2019), approximately 40km to the west of the study area, 
there is a Mesolithic camp site at Edramuckly Burn near Loch Tay (Canmore ID 24495; Denison, 
2001). This evidence suggests the focus for Mesolithic activity was concentrated on estuarine 
environments, with some seasonal exploitation of uplands areas.

1.3.3 The archaeology of the Neolithic in Highland Perthshire is characterised by ritual and funerary 
monuments, such as standing stones (individual or rows of upright stones which may have 
had a ritual function) and chambered long cairns (sub-rectangular mound of stones covering 
stone-built chambers). It is also at this period that rock art (marks carved into natural rock 
structures with no known function) begin to be created with notable groups in Strathbraan 
and Strathtay (PKHT, 2022), including those identified on Birnam Hill (MPK2458 and 
MPK2303). While evidence of settlement from this period is rare, pits containing Neolithic 
pottery provide evidence of activity from this period, including those identified during 
excavations in 2019 at Luncarty (Paton and Wilson, 2019).

1.3.4 While individual burials either under or in cairns (round mounds of stone) or barrows (round 
mounds of earth), along with cremations such as the examples excavated at Broich Road, 
Crieff (Milburn, 2012) or burials in small cists (a stone-lined grave) start to appear in the late 
Neolithic, burials of these types are more characteristic of the Bronze Age (2,500BC – 800BC).   
Ritual monuments such as standing stones and stone circles also continued to be erected and 
used during this period. 

1.3.5 Settlement in this period is characterised by groups of hut circles (represented in the 
archaeological record as a circular depression sometimes accompanied by a low stone wall 
forming the foundations of a house) and field systems defined by stone field boundaries. Sub-
surface remains of sites of this type have also been identified from aerial photographs. Of the 
many examples in Perthshire Drumturn Burn, Alyth and Balnabroich, Strathardle are amongst 
the best preserved (Cowie and Shepherd, 2003).   

Pictish Period (AD297 – AD900)

1.3.6 While the term Pict was first used by Roman writers from AD297 to refer to the peoples living 
north of the Forth, most knowledge comes from archaeological remains and examples of 
Pictish art, the most familiar of which are the symbol stones, decorated with symbols and 
patterns and animals including imaginary beasts. Typical symbols incised into stones include 
the ‘mirror and comb’, ‘double-disk’ and ‘Z-rod’ motifs, with later stones incorporating 
Christian imagery, testifying to the increasing influence of Christianity. Examples of symbol 
stones include Dunnichen Stone in Angus and Dunfallandy Stone, near Pitlochry (Henderson 
and Henderson, 2011).
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Medieval Period (AD400 – AD1500)

1.3.7 Reflecting the turbulent nature of politics and society in medieval Scotland, it is unsurprising 
that the most common and often best-preserved monuments from this period are defensive 
or religious in nature including motte and bailey castles introduced by incoming Anglo-
Norman families (RCAHMS, 1994). While in their simplest form, such as those at Murie and 
Lawton in southeast Perthshire, mottes are earthwork mounds which were surmounted by a 
timber or stone keep. They can also include a bailey or earthwork enclosure often defended 
by a palisade.  While few in number, deer parks also developed in this period such as the 
example at Laighwood in north-east Perthshire (RCAHMS, 1990). 

1.3.8 Throughout this period abbeys including those at Scone, Coupar Angus and Dunkeld, were 
among some of the wealthiest landowners in Scotland.  Along with monasteries, large farms 
or granges were required to support the monks (Bond, 2004).  For example, the great 
Cistercian abbeys at Coupar Angus and Campsie were served by large granges (RCAHMS, 
1990).  Some of the remains of religious buildings of this period have been incorporated into 
later buildings, such as at Dunkeld Cathedral or the Norman doors at Clunie and Collace 
churches (RCAHMS, 1994).  

1.3.9 It was during this period that the system of burghs, an incorporated town having its own 
charter and some degree of political independence, was introduced by King David I, 
stimulating the growth of towns and urban settlement in Scotland.  Excavations in Perth in 
1992 currently provide the best evidence for the development of a burgh (ScARF, 2012c). 
Conversely the nature of medieval rural settlement in Scotland is still not well understood.  
While there were nucleated medieval village settlements in rural Scotland, smaller townships 
(or clachans) were more common with families working the land in joint tenancies using the 
runrig system. Under this system an area of land was divided into irregular strips, each of 
which was then allocated by lot to a tenant on a rotation system.  It is likely that the continual 
use and adaption of townships from this period until the Improvement Era, and the largely 
ephemeral nature of their construction could account for the lack of archaeological evidence 
for the vernacular architecture of this period.  

Post-Medieval AD1500 onwards

1.3.10 During the post-medieval period Scotland underwent far reaching political and religious 
change.  The Reformation Parliament of 1560 adopted the Scottish Confession of Faith, 
rejecting Papal authority and jurisdiction. The Union of the Crowns in 1603, and the 
subsequent disputes over legitimacy, religious reform and preservation of the liberties of 
Scotland under an English Parliament, all dominated Scottish politics during the 17th century. 
With the 1707 Acts of Union the socio-political landscape of Scotland was altered once more.  
The Jacobite risings of the late 17th and early 18th centuries began with success at 
Killiecrankie and ended in failure at Culloden. There followed a brief period of militarisation 
of the Highlands in an attempt by the government to prevent further unrest.  A series of 
military forts, such as Fort George, were constructed linked by a system of military roads 
designed and built by General George Wade and Major William Caulfeild.  
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1.3.11 Changes in landownership and a growing interest in agricultural improvement, coupled with 
the desire of major landowners to maximise the financial return from their land, saw a 
significant period of social and landscape change.  Known as the Improvement Era, new forms 
of tenancy agreements encouraged tenants to take up these new ideas and more productive 
crop rotations in large, enclosed fields replaced the runrig system of cultivation which had 
supported a largely subsistence economy.  With enclosure came further attempts at 
agricultural improvement of existing farmland, and the exploitation of marginal land, that 
included the introduction of land drains and the burning of lime for use as a fertilizer, as well 
as the planting of woodland for timber and as shelter belts.  

1.3.12 This period also saw new investment in farm buildings with the introduction of planned farms.  
These buildings remain a common building style within today’s landscape and comprise large 
symmetrical farmhouses, groups of farm buildings or steadings with specific functions and 
combination courtyard farms combining both farmhouses and agricultural buildings 
(Naismith, 1985).  Frequently these farmhouses and farmsteads were deliberately sited to be 
visible within the agricultural landscape and the principal elevation often faced onto 
established roads or routes.  As well as larger farms and farmsteads, improved cottages were 
constructed, frequently related to farming estates or individual landlords these were intended 
to offer higher living standards (Carruthers and Frew, 2003).  These can be characterised as 
small single-storey houses, often built in groups or pairs of rubble construction with mural 
hearths as well as thatched or later pantile or slate roofs (Beaton, 1997).  

1.3.13 The 19th century also saw civilian investment in transport infrastructure, which resulted in 
the increased accessibility of the Highlands and improved movement of people and resources 
around the country.  Networks of turnpike roads developed enabling the movement of 
agricultural surpluses to urban centres. Structures such as bridges and culverts were 
constructed to carry the new turnpike roads, and tollhouses were erected at regular intervals.  
The mid-19th century saw the expansion of the railways into the Highlands with towns such 
as Pitlochry, Dunkeld and Aberfeldy experiencing considerable growth with the development 
of grand hotels and elegant villas to support the growing Highland tourism industry.  Many of 
the lower parts of the Perthshire glens are characterised by a wealth of Victorian buildings, 
most of which adopt local vernacular styles, interpreted in a classically 19th century way.

1.3.14 By the middle of the 19th century the rapid expansion of the national railway network 
heralded what became known as railway mania, a term used to describe the boom in 
speculative railway investment. While plans had been put forward for a branch line to Dunkeld 
by the Scottish Midland Junction Railway as early as 1845, it was not until 1854 that work on 
the Perth and Dunkeld Railway began (Fenwick and Sinclair, 2006). Already established as a 
staging post for visitors touring the Highlands (Black, 1840), Dunkeld’s popularity as a Highland 
resort was further influenced by the visit of Queen Victoria in 1842 (Stewart, 1979). While the 
Perth and Dunkeld Railway was partly designed to provide better access for visitors and those 
traveling further north by horse drawn coaches, much of the railway’s income was derived 
from the movement of goods, with extensive sidings and goods yard to the north-east of the 
Dunkeld and Birnam Station including Footbridge (Asset 26; a Category A Listed Building), 
where the Birnam Industrial Estate is now located. 
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1.4 Baseline Conditions

1.4.1 A total of 134 archaeological remains, 123 historic buildings and 16 historic landscape types 
(HLT) are included in the cultural heritage baseline (Figures 9.1 to 9.4). An assessment of the 
value (sensitivity) of baseline cultural heritage resources is presented in Sections 1.5, 1.6 and 
1.7 and a gazetteer is provided in Annex A (Cultural Heritage Gazetteer).  In summary:

�� 74 cultural heritage resources have been assessed to be of high value (sensitivity);

�� 15 cultural heritage resources have been assessed to be of medium value (sensitivity);

�� 90 cultural heritage resources have been assessed to be of low value (sensitivity); and

�� 94 cultural heritage resources have been assessed to be of negligible value (sensitivity). 

1.4.2 To provide consistency with the DMRB Stage 2 assessment (Jacobs, 2023), cultural heritage 
resources previously identified from an earlier, larger data gathering exercise as part of the 
DMRB Stage 2 Scheme Assessment Report have retained their unique identifier or ‘asset 
number’. Each new cultural heritage resource added to the baseline following further desk-
based studies, LiDAR data and the walkover survey and geophysical survey undertaken during 
the DMRB Stage 3 assessment have been allocated an asset number. Therefore, the asset 
numbers referring to the cultural heritage resources do not start at one or run sequentially. 

1.5 Archaeological Remains

1.5.1 A total of 134 archaeological remains have been included in the cultural heritage baseline:

�� three have been assessed to be of high value (sensitivity);

�� nine have been assessed to be of medium value (sensitivity);

�� 34 have been assessed to be of low value (sensitivity); and

�� 88 have been assessed to be of negligible value (sensitivity).

1.5.2 The locations of these cultural heritage resources are shown on Figure 9.1.

Archaeological Remains of High Value (Sensitivity)

1.5.3 Three archaeological sites within the cultural heritage baseline have been assessed to be of 
high value (sensitivity), all of which are designated as Scheduled Monuments:

�� Dunkeld, two standing stones 450m WNW of Newtyle (Asset 8);

�� Torrvald, Farmstead 700m SW of Dunkeld House (Asset 85); and

�� King’s Seat Fort (Asset 188).

1.5.4 Dunkeld Cathedral also forms part of the cultural heritage baseline.  Asset 116 is both a 
Scheduled Monument and a Category A Listed Building.  Given the nature of this cultural 
heritage resource, Dunkeld Cathedral (Asset 116) is considered under the sub-topic of historic 
buildings (Section 1.6).
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1.5.5 Dunkeld, Two Standing Stones 450m WNW of Newtyle (Asset 8; a Scheduled Monument) 
comprises a pair of standing stones located to the east of the A984. Located at the foot of a 
steep wooded slope to the rear of a terrace overlooking the River Tay, the setting of this 
cultural heritage resource is characterised by its elevated position overlooking the wooded 
Tay Valley, its roadside location, and proximity to quarry workings. Views over the terrace and 
river south-west towards Birnam Hill are filtered by existing roadside trees. The key 
characteristics of Asset 8 comprise its setting, rarity and representativeness as an example of 
this monument type in Scotland, potential to contribute to the understanding of prehistoric 
ritual practices through its physical remains, and research potential which could further 
contribute to regional research priorities relating to the dating of specific types of monument 
including paired stones.1 These key characteristics and designation contribute to the value 
(sensitivity) of Asset 8, which has been assessed as high.

1.5.6 Torrvald, Farmstead 700m SW of Dunkeld House (Asset 85) is a Scheduled Monument that 
was first documented in 1566 and is of likely medieval origin (AD 400 to AD 1500). Torrvald 
Farmstead’s physical remains, include two ranges of buildings and associated enclosures, and 
supporting documentary evidence have the potential to enhance the understanding of late 
medieval and early modern agriculture and settlement in Scotland.  It is thought that the 
farmstead once stood in open farmland, but after a major programme of early 19th century 
afforestation, it is now surrounded by the coniferous woodland that covers Craigvinean Hill.  
The key characteristics of Asset 85 comprise the rarity of this type of site increased by its well-
documented history, its potential to significantly contribute to the understanding of 
agriculture and settlement late medieval to early modern through its well-preserved physical 
remains and research potential of Asset 85 which could significantly enhance the 
understanding of agriculture and settlement which relate to research themes including the 
extent to which historic mapping can be used to identify pre-improvement settlements, what 
information farmsteads can provide about rural settlement including the identification of 
distinctive landscape features which may indicate regional variation, and factors that may 
have driven the abandonment of settlements2. Based on these key characteristics and its 
designation, the value (sensitivity) of Asset 85 has been assessed to be high.

1.5.7 Defined by four concentric ramparts and terraces enclosing the central walled citadel, King’s 
Seat Fort (Asset 188; a Scheduled Monument) is an early historic or Pictish (AD600 – AD900) 
defended settlement located on a prominent naturally defensive position overlooking the 
River Tay (AOC Archaeology Group, 2017). While outward views are now limited by woodland, 
it is likely that the position of Asset 188 was chosen for its commanding and strategically 
important views. In addition, the limited regional distribution of sites such as Asset 188 
suggests that they may have been strongholds of a local elite. Archaeological excavations 
undertaken as part of the King’s Seat Archaeological Project identified the well-preserved 
physical remains of a high-status defensive settlement, including evidence of domestic 
activity, extensive metal working and international trade links (AOC Archaeology, 2017; 2018; 
2019). 

1.5.8 The key characteristics of Asset 188 include its setting including long distance views and 
prominent position, potential to significantly contribute to the understanding of early historic 

1 https://scarf.scot/regional/pkarf/4-chalcolithic-and-bronze-age/4-5-research-agenda/ 
2 https://scarf.scot/regional/pkarf/post-medieval-and-modern/8-2-landscape-and-settlement/8-2-4-rural-settlement/ 
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Scotland, including to further contribute to national objectives including in relation to 
settlement hierarchies, morphology and aspects of material culture3, as well as regional 
research questions such as what the chronology and patterns for large hilltop enclosures in 
the region were and whether inter-regional patterns of settlement can reveal information 
about societal structure during this period4.  In consideration of this and this cultural heritage 
resource’s designation as a Scheduled Monument, the value (sensitivity) of the Asset 188 has 
been assessed to be high.

Archaeological Remains of Medium Value (Sensitivity)

1.5.9 As part of the baseline, nine archaeological remains have been assessed to be of medium 
value (sensitivity), all of which are undesignated.

1.5.10 Occupied from 1735 until 1947, Dalpowie Lodge (Asset 5) was originally built as a hospital for 
estate workers and in subsequent years used as a private house, let as a shooting lodge, 
Voluntary Auxiliary Hospital in World War I, and troop billet and munitions store in World War 
II (McLennan, 2018). The lodge was demolished in 1953 and land-take for the existing A9 and 
the realignment of the Western Drive removed the site of the principal building, and only the 
remains of ancillary buildings and elements of the former gardens survive (Photographs A9.2-1 
and A9.2-2). The lodge became the residence of Sir William Drummond Stewart (1795-1871) 
in 1839, and in the early 1880s was leased to the nationally important artist John Everett 
Millais (1829-1896). The physical remains of Dalpowie Lodge and its historical associations 
have been the subject of research by the West Stormont Historical Society. 

1.5.11 The setting of this cultural heritage resource comprises its location within Murthly Castle GDL 
(HLT 14) and position adjacent to the Western Drive which contribute to the understanding of 
Asset 5 as part of a former estate building.  Outward views are largely limited by established 
woodland, including to the south, with the existing A9 screened by an established treeline. 
However, traffic noise from the existing A9 noise is audible.  

1.5.12 In addition to its setting, the key characteristics that contribute most to the value (sensitivity) 
of Asset 5 comprise its potential to make some contribution to the understanding of the 
Murthly Castle estate landscape and its development through its physical remains, including 
retained upstanding fabric, ancillary buildings and gardens identified during the analysis of 
high-resolution LiDAR data captured for the proposed scheme (see Appendix A9.4: LiDAR 
Analysis Report), and any buried archaeological remains, and this cultural heritage resource’s 
well-documented history and association with William Drummond Stewart and Millais. In 
recognition of these key characteristics, the value (sensitivity) of Asset 5 has been assessed to 
be medium. 

3 https://scarf.scot/national/medieval/2-from-north-britain-to-the-idea-of-scotland-tribes-kingdoms-states/2-8-the-future/ 
4 https://scarf.scot/regional/pkarf/5-iron-age/5-7-research-agenda/5-7-9-settlement/ 
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1.5.13 Dalpowie, Hangedmen's Tree (Asset 809) is an oak tree located on a small knoll in woodland 
as you enter the Pass of Birnam. The tree is depicted on historic Ordnance Survey mapping 
(Ordnance Survey 6”, Perthshire (Sheet LXII)), 1867; Image A9.2-1) and is traditionally 
associated with criminal punishment and the burial of executed criminals (Ordnance Survey 
Name Book, 1859-1862a). The stump of a large, felled tree, likely an oak, was identified in this 
location during the walkover survey (Photograph A9.2-3). 

1.5.14 The key characteristics of this cultural heritage resource are its cultural associations, although 
there is also some potential buried archaeological remains near Asset 809.  In recognition of 
these key characteristics, the value (sensitivity) of Asset 809 has been assessed to be medium.

1.5.15 Asset 960 comprises possible enclosures, pit-like anomalies, and sub-circular anomalies 
identified by archaeological geophysical survey in Geophysical Survey Area P02_05 (Headland 
Archaeology, 2025). Based on the interpretation that these are the remains of enclosures, 
possible round-houses and pits of prehistoric date the value (sensitivity) of this cultural 
heritage resource has been assessed to be medium. 

1.5.16 Identified by archaeological geophysical survey in Geophysical Survey Area P02_03, Asset 962 
is the sub-circular anomaly approximately 20m in diameter (Headland Archaeology, 2025). 
Based on the interpretation that this is the remains of a small enclosure of prehistoric date 
the value (sensitivity) of this cultural heritage resource has been assessed to be medium.
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Photograph A9.2-1: The remains of the outbuilding associated with Dalpowie Lodge (Asset 
5), facing north.  Jacobs, 2024. 

Photograph A9.2-2: The remains of the walled garden associated with Dalpowie Lodge 
(Asset 5), facing north.  Jacobs, 2024.
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Image A9.2-1: An extract of the Ordnance Survey 6” First Edition (Perthshire (Sheet LXII)) 
(1867) showing the location of the ‘Hangedmens Tree’. Reproduced with the permission of 
the National Library of Scotland.

Photograph A9.2-3: The tree stump identified during the walkover survey as Hangedman’s 
tree (Asset 809), facing north.  Jacobs, 2024.

1.5.17 Niel Gow’s Tree (Asset 817; Photograph A9.2-4) is a riverside oak which according to local 
tradition the 18th century violinist composed and performed (Ordnance Survey Name Book, 
1859-1862b). Gow made an important contribution to Scottish fiddle music (Jackson, 2000, 
pages 13 -28), and musicians frequently perform his music at this location. An art instillation 
in the form of a carved bench is located next to the tree. 
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1.5.18 The setting of Asset 817 includes the southern bank of the River Tay, views north towards 
Dunkeld House (HLT 19) and the existing A9 to the south which has severed the physical 
connection between Asset 817 and Gow’s former home at Inver (Asset 88). There is a tradition 
that Gow’s patron the Duke of Atholl would stand on the northern bank of the River Tay and 
listen to Gow perform (Stewart, 1926, page 106), and as such the tree’s riverside location and 
intervisibility with Dunkeld House (HLT 19) are important elements in its setting (Photograph 
A9.2-5). In addition to its setting, the key characteristics of Asset 817 include its contribution 
to the appreciation of the history of Scottish fiddle music through its physical remains, rarity 
as unique site associated with a local tradition, and association with an important artistic 
figure (Gow), and his former home in Inver, and the Duke of Atholl, including the intervisibility 
with Dunkeld House (HLT 19). 

1.5.19 In recognition of these key characteristics, the value (sensitivity) of Asset 817 has been 
assessed to be medium.

Photograph A9.2-4: View of Niel Gow’s Tree (Asset 817) on the south bank of the River 
Tay, facing west.  Jacobs, 2024.



A9 Dualling Programme: Pass of Birnam to Tay Crossing
DMRB Stage 3 Environmental Impact Assessment Report
Appendix A9.2: Cultural Heritage Baseline Information

14

Photograph A9.2-5: View from the north bank of the River Tay within Dunkeld House (HLT 
19) looking south towards Niel Gow’s Tree (Asset 817). Jacobs, 2024.

1.5.20 As well as providing access to passengers wishing to travel into the Highlands, from 1856 the 
Perth and Dunkeld Railway also serviced goods traffic between Perth and Dunkeld. Conceived 
as part of the original scheme for the terminus of the Perth and Dunkeld Railway at Birnam, 
the Dunkeld and Birnam Station, Goods Yard (Asset 832) required the construction of an 
embankment to raise ground levels to the north-east to enable access to the goods yard from 
the mainline. 

1.5.21 The Ordnance Survey 25” First Edition map surveyed in 1863 (Perth and Clackmannanshire, 
LXII.9 (Little Dunkeld), ca. 1866) shortly after the extension of the railway line north identifies 
the former extent of the goods yard, the buildings and elements of railway infrastructure 
within it (Image A9.2-2). These comprise:

�� the station goods shed - designed by Andrew Heiton Junior, the architect for the station 
building (Asset 26; a Category A Listed Building5) and located to the south-east of the 
station buildings on the southern platform, the goods shed is likely to have managed the 
storage and distribution of smaller goods, parcels and passenger luggage;

�� a station house - located at the centre of the goods yard within a small enclosure, the 
station house was built in 1857 to provide accommodation for railway staff (Fenwick and 
Sinclair, 2006, page 24);

5 https://canmore.org.uk/collection/443434 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	a9p02-jac-egn-d_zzzzz_zz-rp-en-0063
	a9p02-jac-egn-d_zzzzz_zz-rp-en-0096

